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A QUARTER CENTURY OF STRUGGLE 
By William Booth 
President, ACOA 

On July 1st, George M. Houser 
will retire from the American Com
mittee on Africa, having served as 
executive director since 1955. 
Leadership will be handed on to his 
colleague of many years, research 
director Jennifer Davis. It gives me 
great' pleasure to take this oppor
tunity to recall George's achieve
ments and to welcome Jennifer as 
the new director. 

George Houserarrived in Luanda 
this April the very day that the lead
ers of the Front Line States were 
meeting there to discuss Namibia's 
future. He spent two hours with 

Angolan Foreign Minister Paulo 
Jorge the night before the Foreign 
Minister met with Chester Crocker, 
Assistant Secretary of State
designate for African Affairs. Being 
in the right place at the right time is 
something George Houser has 
been doing for more than twenty 
five years. He was in Addis Ababa 
in 1963 when the Organization of 
African Unity was founded, and in 
Ghana in 1954 and Zimbabwe in 
1980 when important elections 
were held in those two countries. 
He attended the All African 
People's Conference in 1958, 1960, 
and 1961, meeting Patrice Lumum
ba, Tom Mboya, Kwame Nkrumah 
and many others. George met 

A TRIBUTE TO GEORGE HOUSER 

ACOA is organizing a Tribute to George 
Houser on June 17th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Community Church, 40 East 35th Street, 
in New York City. The evening will 
celebrate George's twenty eight years of 
leadership of ACOA and his tireless work 
for freedom in Africa and around the 
world. We will express appreciation for a 
life well lived and a commitment honored. 

The evening promises to be a memor
able occasion. Among the performing ar
tists contributing their talents will be Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee, 
"Malopo," the South African Freedom Singers, Olatunji, the great 
Nigerian drummer, and his company, and Chet Washington who will 
do songs ·and pieces from his one-man Paul Robeson show. 

President Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere ofTanzania will be the Hono
rary Chairman of the Tribute. There will be short personal statements 
honoring George from African and American dignitaries and move
ment leaders who have worked with George for the past decades. 
The UN Commun ications Network will broadcast the entire program 
into South Africa, Namibia, and other African countries. 

Tickets for the evening are priced at $5. For information on tickets or space 
in the program call ACOA at (212) 962-1210. 

Nkrumah on his first trip to Africa in 
1954, and ACOA helped sponsor a 
dinner in his honor in 1958 which 
was attended by 1100 people. Ken
neth Kaunda and Julius Nyerere 
were among numerous other lead
ers who ACOA invited to the US to 
speak or assisted as they came to 
the UN to petition. 

Because George knew many of 
these men and women in the early 
days, before they were presidents 
and party leaders, they remember 
him with gratitude. In the SWAPO 
refugee camp in Angola, a Namib
ian teacher who years ago was a 
student in the US, took George 
around to meet the other workers. 
He told them, "When we had diffi
culties in the US, we went to ACOA 
and they always helped us." 
George's support for the liberation 
struggle in Africa has taken many 
forms, not the least being a con
stant concern for the individuals in
volved. 

George's involvement in freedom 
struggles has taken him from South 
Africa to the Sahara. In the late 
1950's and early 1960's, much work 
was done in support of the struggle 
for Algerian independence. Twenty 
years later George traveled across 
the neighboring Western Sahara 
with Polisario. He was prohibited 
by the Portuguese from entering its 
former colonies but traveled with 
the PAIGC in Gu inea Bissau before 
independence, and returned there 
in 1975 on a trip that included An
gola, where George had fruitful 
conversations with President 
Agostinho Neto. 

George has understood from the 
beginning that one of the most 
important ways of supporting 
liberation struggle in Africa is to 

. help form a US policy sympathetic 
(cont'd. on page 4) 



Book Review: 
THE COVENANT 

by Gail Morlan 

THE COVENANT- by James A. 
Michener, Random House, New 
York 1980, 873 pages, $15.95. 

In the final pages of The Covenant, 
an American prospector who has 
been searching for diamonds in. 
South Africa exclaims that after 
months of futile search he thinks 
he has found the pipe that pro· 
duces diamonds. He says , "I'm 
convinced of it. Not because of any· 
thing I've seen here today, but be· 
cause I've exhausted al l other pos· 
sib i lities. " 

The Afrikaner to whom he speaks 
immed iate ly takes the ph rase to 
ponder the future of South Africa 
and conc ludes that South Africa 
can afford t en or twenty years 
searching for a solution. The " dia
mond" -that will be discovered is 
that "black and white, coloured and 
Indian could participate equally." 
But like the discovery of diamonds, 
this assertion is not the necessary 
culmination of what the reader has 
seen of South Africa in the book. In
stead it is an expression of 
Michener's earnest desire. 

The Covenant covers 15,000 
years. It succeeds in making the 
whites, and especially the Afrikan
ers, real. One sees them suffer and 
persevere, one understand.s why 
they will fight to maintain their su
premacy. But Michener does not 
demonstrate why it is real to hope 
that they will relinquish their privi
leges so black and white could par-
tic ipate equally. · 

His fa i lure to write convincingly 
of blacks and their aspirations is 
serious. It is not that they are 
comp letely ignored. The danger of 
The Covenant is that it includes so 
much material that one can almost 
believe that a full account of South 
Afr ican history has been given. Yet 
blacks are depicted most f requen t
ly as part of a nameless mass. The ir 
suffering and their strugg les are 
never as real or as moving as those 
of the Afrikaners. 

Michener's conclusion fails be
cause his vast historical tale lacks 
the energy of the march of history 
that would produce it. He obviously 
means very well but by failing to 
take adequate account of the strug
gle for black liberation, he heals the 
wounds too simply and too cheap
ly. 

Public Investment And South Africa: 

LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 
A national conference on Public 

Investment and South Africa will be 
held at the Church Center for the 
United Nations on the weekend of 
June 12 and 13. Keynote addresses 
will be given by Georgia State Sena
tor Julian Bond, and AFSCME Sec
retary-Treasurer William Lucy. 
This conference is unique because 
it brings together legislators, 
southern Africa activists, alterna
tive investment experts, commun
ity organizers, and trade unionists 
who are jointly working in support 
of legislation that will stop public 
funds from being invested in banks 
and corporations supporting South 
Africa. For the first time, divest
ment from South Africa is being 
linked to responsible investment in 
the United States. ACOA has joined 
with six other organizations in 
sponsoring this conference, which 
is being coordinated by ACOA field 

representative, Dumisani Kumalo. 
There is a steadily growing num

ber of states and cities that are con 
sidering legislation that will re
strict the use of public funds in cor
porations and banks that operate in 
and support South Africa. 
Nebraska was the first to pass 
legislation prohibiting the use of 
state funds to support apartheid. 
Since then, 14 other states have 
taken action . Recently, Texas, 
Oregon, and Connecticut have 
been holding hearings to discuss 
new legislation. In California, the 
Governor's Task Force on Invest
ments is about to report on its in
vestigation of how the $2 billion of 
public funds has been invested. It 
is hoped that the conference 
on Public Investment and South 
Africa will facilitate the expansion 
of this legislative action. 

Conference 
on 
Namibia 

The breakdown of the Geneva 
Conference on Namibia in January, 
due to South Africa's refusal to 
implement the United Nations plan , 
and the advent of the Reagan 
administration, were factors which 
encouraged ACOA to initiate an ad 
hoc "Emergency Conference on 
Namibia." 

Co-sponsored by several other 
organizations including the Na
tional Council of Churches and 
Lutheran World Ministries, an over
flow crowd of 250 persons from 
over 100 organizations attended 
the one-day sess ion he ld March 13 
at the Church Center for the UN in 
New York City. The confe rence was 
.coordinated by ACOA board mem
ber Richard Lapchick and staff 
assistant William Robinson. ACOA 
executive director George Houser 
moderated. 

A series of speakers from the UN, 
Washington, and other organiza
tions examined the current situa
tion in Namibia, the African de
mand for sanctions against South 
Africa, and the prognosis for US 
policy toward the region. Keynote 
speakerTheo-Ben Gurirab, SWAPO 
representative to the UN, condemn
ed US and Western support for 
South Africa, which has cont inued 
throughout the four years of diplo
matic discussion on Namibia. He 
stressed, however, SWAPO's com
mitment to free and fa i r elections 
under UN supervision. 

"It is through negotiations , 
should the enemy agree ... that we 
can bring about peace in Nam ibia," 
said Gurirab. "But for as long as 
South African colonia l occupation 
of our country continues, we have 
no other alternative but to continue 
to intensify the armed struggle in 
Namibia." 

ANGOLA 
(continued from page 3) 

tack by South African military 
forces. We are united in the same 
trench , he told a crowd of thou
sands . We will continue our sup
port for all forms of Namibian strug
gle, including the armed struggle. 



Field Report: 

SECRET WAR IN ANGOLA 
by Jennifer Davis 

A SWAPO youth chorus sings freedom songs in a refugee camp in Angola. 

I recently returned from a visit to 
Angola with an international com
mission which met in February to 
hear evidence of South African ag
gression against Angola, other 
front l ine states and the people of 
Nam ibia and South Africa. 

A small group of commission 
members flew down to Cunene pro
vi nce in southern Ango la to ob
serve cond it ions in the major com
bat zone. Presenting their findings, 
Ramsey Clark reported , "We found 
generally there what could be call
ed a state of war." In assessing the 
purpose of South Africa 's in trusion 
into Angola, he said the firs t was to 
drive the population from the area 
by terror and starvation. " It is an 
area that can support herds of cat
t le , goats, hogs. We saw dozens of 
carcasses of cattle that can feed 
peop le, nourish chi ldren. " More 
gene rally the war presented an 
enormous economic drain on the 
resources of a new government, ab
sorbing the strength of an army 
" that could be employed in social 
development, econom ic develop
ment and caring for the children of 
the land ." Finally, he said , the tac· 
ti c was also aimed at preventing 
Nam i b i ans from fleeing t o 
freedom. 

The Ango lan government added 
detailed ev idence about the es-

calating intensity of the South 
African attacks. In the 18 months 
between June 1979 and December 
1980 at least 400 Angolan civilians 
were killed , 640 civilians wounded, 
85 FAPLA soldiers killed , and an 
unknown number of Namibian refu
gees dead and wounded . 

After hearing all the evidence the 
commission concluded that South 
Africa was conducting a secret war 
against Angola, and had created a 
s i tuation throughout southern 
Afr ica which not only constituted a 
threat to international peace, but 
was constantly breaching that 
peace by its violent acts of aggres
sion. 

War, terror and South African 
brutality have made many Namib
ians refugees . There are, according 
to SWAPO and the United Nations 
High Comm issioner for Refugees, 
at least 50,000 Namibian refugees 
in Angola. 

Along with several commission 
members, I visited a major SWAPO 
refugee camp, several hundred 
kilometers inland from Luanda. De
liberately inaccessible, to protect it 
from Sou th African attack, t he 
camp faces enormous problems. 
Some 25,000 people, mainly wo
men and children , live in neatly or
gan ized tent vi ll ages. There is a 

. SWAPO farm-but most food has 

to be trucked in, over a road that is 
litt le more than a badly rutted track. 
The site was chosen because it is 
relatively free .from the ubiquitous, 
malaria-carrying mosquito, but that 
means it is also quite far from 
water, which has to be fetched from 
a nearby river, because there was 
not sufficient money to install a 
pumping system. 

The camp is divided into sec
tions , and I visited both the school 
and hospital areas. The schoo l 
camp cares for at least 9000 chi l
dren , with more coming daily. There 
are on ly about 60 teachers, and 
although extra adults help with 
food preparation and the very 
young, the ch i ldren are encouraged 
t o take responsib i l i ty for one 
another. 

There is a shortage of everyth in g, 
exe rc ise and text books, s lates , 
c halk, b lackboards. But no one 
seemed down-hearted ; c hildren are 
learn ing to read and write for the 
f irst time in their l ives . 

The camp has a smal l hosp ital , 
several small rooms filled with 
beds and very little else - an x-ray 
unit and a very basic surgica l 
theatre. But already there is a tra in
ing program for nurses. Sometimes 
there are so many new arrivals that 
people have to sleep under the 
trees; often there are not enough 
blankets ; sometimes food and 
water run out. People are often 
weak when they arrive, hav ing wa lk
ed hundred of kilometers . They 
have little resistance to d isease 
such as malaria and typhoid . · 

Listening to the witnesses , 
traveling in the countryside, talking 
to people in the streets of Luanda, 
everywhere it was impossible to ig
nore the fact that Angola is a coun· 
try under constant attack, and that 
the war is placing severe stra ins on 
the young state as it seeks to recon· 
struct its shattered economy for 
the benefit of the many rather than 
the few. Yet no-where did I detect 
signs of wavering support for the 
struggle of the people of Namibia 
or South Africa; no one ever sug
gested that Angola was paying too 
high a price. Speaking at the 20th 
anniversary of the beginning of 
armed struggle on February 4th, 
President Eduardo dos Santos ex
pressed Angola 's solidarity with 
that struggle, and w ith the people 
of Mozambique, who had just been 
subjected to a vicious military at-

. (continued on page 2) 



Struggle 
(continued from page 1) 

to these struggles. He has written 
and testified before the US con
gress on many occasions. Since 
the mid sixties he has worked 
closely with church and student 
groups on the bank campaign in an 
etfort to end loans to South Africa. 
The current campaign to support 
legislative efforts to prohibit the in
vestment of state and municipal 
monies in banks and corporations 
that operate in South Africa is the 
latest example of this work. 

To pay tribute to George is tore
call a seemingly endless number of 
involvements. George is an activist. 
In his last six months as executive 
director he has taken leadership in 
two conferences, traveled to Africa, 
as well as handling all the "routine 
work." He is at the center of activity 
as he has been for so many years, 
hunting a new angle, meeting new 
people, trying a new strategy. Even 
his detractors testify to his commit
ment. The pro-South African 
government writer Aida Parker 
complained recently, he has 
"devoted half a lifetime to destroy
ing white influence in southern 
Africa." Friend and foe alike know 
that George's integrity is impec
cable, that he has in truth devoted 
his life to the liberation struggle, 
that he cares about people, about 
the future we all will share. The 
foundation he has built is solid, and 
will support the ongoing struggle 
tha.t he has worked so long and so 
hard to advance. 

The boards of the American 
Committee on Africa and The 
Africa Fund have chosen Jennifer 
Davis to be the new executive direc
tor. 
· Jennifer has been involved since 
high school days in liberation 
movement politics in South Africa 
where she was born and educated. 
Her work there included service as 
executive secretary to the In
dustrial Council for the Millinery In
dustry which er:ttailed working 
closely with black and white gar
ment workers to protect their legal 
rights. She also taught Economics 
and English at the high school and 
college level, and assisted politic
ally active black students to con
tinue their studies. Following po
lice harassment, she left South 
Africa and has lived in exile in the 
US since 1966. 

As research director of ACOA, 
Jennifer created a program that 
has become an invaluable resource 
to the organization and to a wide va
riety of others -from journalists to 
students-who use it. Her research 
and writing exposed the economic 
and military links between the US 
and South Africa, arming activists 
with the information they need for 
protest. She has gained a reputa
tion as an authority with few peers 
in analysing political and econom
ic developments in southern Africa. 
She has traveled widely, testified, 
written, and spoken on the issues. 
In addition to working for ACOA, 
Jennifer has served as editor of 
Southern Africa magazine. She 
brings the same commitment and 
integrity that are characteristic of 
George Houser. What was so well 
begun will be well continued under 
her leadership. 

*** 
. more action news 

The New York Times and 
Washington Post recently carried 
two letters to the editor by ACOA 
staff. The March 29 issue of the 
Times carried a letter by ACOA re- · 
search director Gail Morlan. 

The April 10 Post carried a letter 
by ACOA associate director Paul 
Irish, responding to an interview 
with UN Ambassador Jeane Kirk
patrick following her meeting with 
five South African military officials. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

ACOA field representat ive, ex 
iled South African journalist, Dumi
sani Kumalo, has spoken before 
scores of universities, trade un
ions, and legislators in the past two 
years. Recent engagements · have 
included testimony before the Con
necticut legislature on a bill for di
vestment of state funds from 
corporations aiding South Africa, 
before the World Affairs Program 
and at several colleges in Gal
veston, Texas, at Kenyon College in 
Ohio, the State University of New 
York at New Paltz, and the Lutheran 
Coalition on Southern Africa in 
Chicago. 

In the past several months at 
least six universities and colleges 
from Harvard to Eastern Michigan 
to the University of California have 
acted to divest over $80 million in 
stock and deposits in U.S. corpora
tions and banks doing business 
with South Africa, according to a 
news release issued by ACOA stu
dent coordinator Joshua Nessen. A 
major target has been New York's 
Citibank involved in a recent syn
dicated loan of $250 million to the 
South African Government. 

Nessen convened two meetings 
of campus activists in March and 
Apri I in preparation for a fall confer
ence of campus activists ACOA 
will sponsor in cooperation with 
the United Nations. Further cam
pus actions are reported in a 
national student anti-apartheid 
newsletter produced by Nessen, 
and available from ACOA. 

THE SULLIVAN PRINCIPLES: A CRITICAL LOOK AT THE U.S. CORPORATE CODE IN 
SOUTH AFRICA, Africa Fund 1981 (Updated), 4pp. 25¢. Over ten, 15¢ each, over twenty, 
10¢ each. 
U.S. BUSINESS IN SOUTH AFRICA: VOICES FOR WITHDRAWAL, Africa Fund 1980 (Up
dated), 6pp. 30¢. Over ten , 25¢ each. Oller Twenty, 15¢ each. 
FACELIFT APARTHEID: SOUTH AFRICA AFTER SOWETO by Judy Seidman, Internation
al Defence and Aid Fund-London 1980, 87pp. The author analyses the "changes" in 
apartheid and concludes that beh ind the aparent concessions lies increased repression 
for the majority of Africans in South Africa. $3.00. 
DIVIDE AND RULE: SOUTH AFRICA'S BANTUSTANS by Barbara Rogers, International 
Defence and Aid Fund-London 1980 (Updated), 136pp. A study of the bantustans in 
South Africa's racist apartheid system and the conditions of poverty under which Afri
cans are forced to exist. $5.00. 
NAMIBIA: THE FACTS, International Defence and Aid Fund-London 1980, A compila
tion of facts and figures about life in Namibia under South Africc.'s illegal occupation. 
Traces the international dispute over the territory. $3.75. 
ACOA ACTION NEWS, Spring 1981, additional copies free. 
Please add 15% postage. 
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