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ACOA ACTION NEWS 
STATES ACT ON SOUTH AFRICA 

The campaign against state and mu
nicipal investments in companies that 
do business in South Africa has been 
continuing with bills and resolutions 
before nine states, two cities and one 
county. ACOA has been actively in
volved providing testimony in several 
states and cities. Key resources issued by 
ACOA include a national Public Invest
ment and South Africa Newsletter, 
"Questions and Answers on Divestment" 
and a case study of the legislative divest
ment campaign in Connecticut. 

Two ACOA staff members have 
traveled to California in support of 
divestment legislation. Jennifer Davis, 
ACOA's executive director, traveled to 
California in January and consulted 
with legislators and support group 
members. In April, . Projects Director 
Dumisani Kumalo lobbied on behalf of 
a bill introduced by Assemblywoman 
Maxine Waters in the Finance, In
surance and Commerce Committee. 

One of the strongest campaigns has 
been in Connecticut where the state
wide Anti-Apartheid Committee has 
organized strong labor, church and civil 
rights support for divestment legisla
tion. Last year a strong divestment bill 
passed the legislature but was vetoed by 
the Governor, who set up a task force to 
study the legislation. ACOA Executive 
Director Jennifer Davis appeared before 
the task force in February, countering 
objections to the legislation from cor
porations and their defenders. ACOA 
has produced a case study of the Con
necticut campaign. (To order see back 
page.) 

In Massachusetts divestment legisla
tion has also been reintroduced, after 
similar legislation died in committee in 
1981. Mass Divest, a broadbased coali
tion, has been very successful in building 
public support for divestment and held 

a successful lobbying day March 31. 
In Minnesota, a bill introduced by 

Senator Allan Spear which would re
quire divestment from banks th-at make 
loans to South Africa passed the legis
lature in February. The Minnesota Anti
Apartheid Support Coalition is organiz
ing to oppose a threatened veto by the 
governor. 

Michigan has already passed legisla
tion forbidding the deposit of state funds 
in banks that loan to South Africa. In 
January, ACOA Research Director Gail 
Hovey testified on behalf of a bill that 
would prohibit investment of state 
education funds in corporations that 
operate in South Africa. After she spqke, 
the bill was passed onto the full house by 
a unanimous vote of the Civil Rights 
Committee. 

One fundamental concern expressed 
by legislators in all states relates to the 
financial consequences of divestment. A 
bill introduced by Rep. Marcia Coggs in 
the Wisconsin legislature has very wide 
support and will go into effect if it can 
be demonstrated that no state funds will 
be lost in the divestment process. A tasi< 
force has been set up to make the in
vestigation. 

The city of Philadelphia also held 
hearings on divestment legislation, on 
April 5. Among those testifying in favor 
of divestment was ACOA's Gail Hovey. 
No one spoke against the prohibition of 
future investment in South Africa and 
the debate focused on the financial con
sequences of divestment. 

For the first time a county has taken 
up the divestment issue. Oregon's largest 
county, Multmonah, which includes the 
city of Portland, has voted to urge the 
state retirement system, which manages 
the county employee pension funds, to 
divest from South Africa linked 
corporations. 

Hearings were also held on a divest
ment bill introduced by Maryland 
Delegate Walter Dean, which included 
testimony by ACOA executive board 
member Ted Lockwood. A bill 'intro
duced by Senator Norman Justice of 
Kansas has been adopted by one house 
of the state legislature. Action is also ex
pected on a divestment resolution by 
Councilwoman Ruth Messinger in the 
City of New York. ACOA will continue 
major efforts to promote the campaign. 
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Gail Hovey, ACOA research director, 
during her recent trip to Michigan 
where she testified before the state legis
lature. 



Victory at 
Harvard 

In a major victory for anti-apartheid 
forces, Harvard students have turned 
back an administration attempt to 
reverse the university's policy on bank 
loans to South Africa. That policy has 
required the university to sell all in
vestments in banks making loans to the 
South African government. 

In February, 1981, Harvard sold $51 
million in long-term bonds and cer
tificates of deposit issued by Citibank 
because of the bank's 1980 loan to the 
South African government. Citibank 
defended the loan, saying it was for con
struction of schools, houses, and hospi
tals for blacks, and argued that Harvard 
should support such "humanitarian 
loans." The university administration 
agreed to consider a change of policy 
which would permit the examination of 
each loan rather than exclude all invest
ment from banks that loan to South 
Africa. This decision was taken after 
Harvard reportedly received heavy 
pressure from alumni, Citibank, and 
other corporate contributors. 

In March over 300 students crowded 
into a meeting of the Advisory Commit
tee on Shareholder Responsibility called 
to consider the change in policy. Speak
er after speaker denounced the notion of 
a "humanitarian" loan to the South 
African government. 

Many pointed out that loans for black 
schools or housing free up government 
funds for the police and military. Others 
said Harvard should divest itself of 
stocks in all companies investing in 
South Africa. James Raskin of the Har
vard-Radcliffe Peace Alliance stated that 
banks which loan to South Africa "pro
vide the financial lifeblood- or rather 
death blood-of apartheid." 

ACOA was in regular contact with 
Harvard students, sending materials 
and giving information by phone to help 
the students prepare for the Advisory 
Commitee meeting. The decision to re
affirm current policy was a surprise to 
both Citibank and the South African 
Consulate both of whom had bragged of 
a sure decision in their favor . 

Suzette Abbott 

Crossroads, a shantytown that is home for thousands of black South Africans. 

Africa Fund 
Aids Namibian 
Refugees 

ACOA recently received a telex 
from SWAPO, the Namibian libera
tion movement, which read, "In 
view of the worsening health situa
tion now prevailing in Namibian 
refugee settlements in Angola .. . 
kindly inform friends of American 
Committee on Africa to provide 
SW APO with medicine and medical 
equipment." 

In response, A CO A's associate The 
Africa Fund secured and airlifted 
over 1,000 lbs of penicillin tablets for 
Namibian refugees in Angola. In ad
dition, preparations are being final
ized for shipping over a ton of · 
medical supplies valued at $80,000 in 
cooperation with the Namibia Refu
gee Aid Project in Minneapolis. 

Since then, another telex has been 
received from SW APO requesting 
wheelchairs, baby scales and physical 
therapy equipment. SWAPO is also 
in need of manual typewriters for 
training refugees. ACOA Director 
Emeritus George Houser has pre
pared a brochure on this project 
which is available on request. 

OAU Admits Sahara 
Govemment 

The Saharawi Arab Democratic 
Republic, under the leadership of 
Polisario, has become the 51st member 
of the Organization of African Unity. 

The SADR was admitted as the gov
ernment of Western Sahara by the OAU 
secretary general after 26 member states 
recognized the Polisario formed govern
ment. Morocco, which claims Western 
Sahara as part of its own territory, 
called the move "illegal" and led a 
walkout of 14 states at the March OAU 
meeting. It remains to be seen if Morocco 
can maintain the unity among its allies 
against the SADR. · 

Meanwhile, the United States is mov
ing to triple military support for Moroc
co. Former President Richard Nixon 
visited Morocco in March, and was 
reported to have carried assurances 
from President Reagan "that the United 
States will step up economic and mili
tary aid." The Reagan administration is 
asking Congress for $100 million in 
military aid for Morocco. 

In April, the Public Broadcasting Ser
vice aired a documentary, Blood and 
Sand: War in the Sahara. ACOA has 
~n in regular contact with and pro
VIded background information to the 
film's producer, Sharon Sopher. 

An analysis of the Reagan administra
tion policy towards Western Sahara by 
ACOA Literature Director Richard 
Knight is available on request. 



Two Weeks In Solidarity 
with African Liberation 

From March 21, the anniversary of 
the 1960 Sharpeville massacre in South 
Mrica, through April4, the anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin Luther 
King Jr. , there was a nationwide U.S. 
student mobilization in support of the 
liberation movements in southern 
Mrica. Groups on 75 campuses in 30 
states held rallies, forums and refugee 
aid drives. ACOA initiated the weeks at 
a national student conference in the fall 
and provided national coordination. 

The weeks of action got off to an ex
cellent start with a well attended forum 
on March 20th in New York City that 
featured representatives of the Mrican 
National Congress, SWAPO of Nami
bia, ACOA Projects Director Dumisani 
Kumalo, poet Dennis Brutus, and 
Adeyemi Bendele of the National Black 

SOUTHERN 
AFRICA 
SUNDAY 

On Sunday, March 21, many 
churches in the New York metropoli
tan area marked the twenty-second 
anniversary of the Sharpeville massa
cre in South Mrica with special re
ligious services. 

Called for by ACOA and the Black 
United Front, Southern Mrica Sunday 
was endorsed by numerous New York 
City religious leaders including Rev. 
Carl Flemister, executive minister, 
American Baptist Churches, Rev. 
Robert Polk, executive director of the 
Council of Churches of the City of 

· New York, Episcopal Bishop Paul 
Moore Jr., and United Presbyterian 
Church Moderator, Rev. Robert 
Davidson. 

ACOA prepared resources which in
cluded a sermon given by South 
Mrican Council of Churches General 

Southern Mrica 

ACOA President William Booth speak
ing at a rally during the two weeks of 
action. 

Secretary Bishop Desmond Tutu and a 
bulletin insert providing information 
on action to be taken by churches. 
These materials were widely distri
buted to congregations throughout the 
metropolitan area. Among the many 
congregations marking the day were 
The Riverside Church, The Com-

, munity Church of New York, House of 
the Lord Jn Brooklyn, and General 
Theological Seminary. Services were 
broadcast on two radio stations. 

At a press conference in early March 
announcing Southern Mrica Sunday, 
New York religious leaders noted the 
increasing repression of apartheid op
ponents in South Mrica, especially 
trade unions and the South Mrican 
Council of Churches. "We are acting 
today to alert the religious community 
of New York to the imminent dangers 
that face their brothers and sisters in 
South Mrica," they said. "March 21 
will be a day for the people of New 
York to express their solidarity with the 
people of South Mrica and to give 
notice to the South Mrican govern
ment that the eyes of the world are 
upon them." 

United Front. The event, attended by 
. 250 people, initiated similar forums on a 

dozen campuses throughout New York 
City. 

US economic collaboration with 
South Mrica was targeted in Boston 
where the annual shareholder meeting 
of the First National Bank of Boston was 
picketed on March 26th. The protest not 
only focused on loans to South Mrica 
but opposed the bank's support of 
nuclear power and discriminatory labor 
practices. 

ACOA coordinated speaking tours by 
representatives of the Mrican National 
Congress (ANC) of South Mrica and 
SW APO of Namibia to highlight the two 
weeks of action. Eric Biwa, SWAPO's 
Deputy Secretary for Economic Affairs 
spoke at Mount Holyoke College, the · 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
Boston University and Hampshire Col
lege. SWAPO Legal Secretary Lucia 
Hamutenya spoke at a series of events in 
southern California, and delivered the 
keynote address at a conference on 
"Racism, War and Oppression" on 
Sharpeville Day, March 21st. 

Simpi Mtobi of the ANC,' spoke at 
campuses in Kansas, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, and Ohio. At most of these 
colleges his appearance was part of a 
week-long series of events including 
films, forums, and rallies. In Lexington, 
Kentucky 150 students came to hear 
Mtqbi, an important breakthrough in 
that area. At the University of Indiana 
his visit coincided with the showing of a 
film on the life of Nelson Mandela, the 
imprisoned president of the ANC. 

Among other places where events 
were held as part of the two weeks of ac
tion were Western Michigan University, 
Berea College, Washington State Univer
sity, Howard University, Georgetown 
University and American University. 

As the two weeks ended, Joshua 
Nessen, ACOA student coordinator, 
summarized the success of the two 
weeks of action in a statement delivered 
before the United Nations Special Com
mittee Against Apartheid. 



Action Notes 
~Jennifer Davis, ACOA executive 
director, recently addressed a meeting 
at the United Nations on the cultural 
boycott of South Mrica, debated. the 
South African consul general at Dart
mouth, spoke before a conference on 
Namibia at the University of Vermont 
and at a conference on southern Africa 
at the University of California at Los 
Angeles. 

~ Dumisani Kumalo, ACOA projects 
director, is running a reduced speaking 
schedule this spring as he recovers from 
surgery, but is addressing groups at 
Dartmouth, Harvard, Princeton, Yale, 
Drew University, Montclair State Col
lege, the University of F1orida, and Cen
tral Michigan University. He also met 
with the California legislature in Sacra
mento. In the fall, he will be visiting a 
dozen colleges all over the country 
which are related to the United Church 
of Christ. 

~George M. Houser, ACOA director 
emeritus, recently lectured on Africa at 
the Amistad Research Center of Dillard 
University in New Orleans. While there, 
he was presented with a key to the city 
and a citation conferring on him the title 
of "honorary citizen" of New Orleans 
which was signed by Mayor "Dutch" 
Moria! and seven members of the city 
council. 

~ ACOA joined other anti-apartheid 
groups in opposing two recent Reagan 
administration actions: the relaxing of 
the arms embargo against South Mrica, 
and the nomination of Herman Nickel 
as ambassador to South Africa. The new 
arms embargo regulations allow the sale 
of computers and other equipment to 
the South Africa military. Nickel, an 
editor at Fortune magazine, is on record 
as a strong supporter of US investment 
in South Africa. Among other actions, 
ACOA provided background for groups 
testifying at Congressional hearings on 
both issues. 

~The opening of South African con
sulates has aroused protest in a number 
of American cities. Last year, a coalition 
in Los Angeles protested and forced the 
consulate to move outside the city limits 
to Beverly Hills. Recently 200 persons, 
part of a coalition called Pittsburghers 
Against Apartheid, picketed the open
ing of a consulate in March. The protest 
caused the consulate to lose its lease in a 
downtown building. ACOA supplied 
the Pittsburgh NAACP with back
ground for the protest. 

Study of Anglo American Exposes 
South African Investments in the US 

Anglo American Corporation of 
South Africa Ltd.: Investments in North 
America by Ruth Kaplan, a major new 
study by ACOA's associate The Mrica 
Fund, examines the largest foreign in
vestor in the United States. The study 
was the subject of a major article on the 
front page of the Sunday, April 11 
Washington Post business section. 

Anglo American Corporation, the 
largest producer of gold in South Africa, 
and De Beers, which markets 80 per 
cent of the world's diamonds, form the 
core of what is known as the Anglo 
group of companies. These two com
panies, through their Bermuda based 
subsidiary, Minorco, have become the 
largest foreign investor in the United 
States. 

"US investment in South Mrica and 
South African investment in the United 
States are integrally related," the study 
concludes. "Anglo American's extensive 
investments in North America come at a 
time of increasing internal resistance to 

white minority rule. These investments 
significantly strengthen US economic 
and political relations with South Africa 
and its undemocratic political system." 

Black Workers in South Africa by 
Sandy Boyer, another major study by 
The Africa Fund, examines what the 
black trade union movement stands for 
and the struggle it is waging under the 
racist system of apartheid. 

"Black workers are on the move in 
South Africa" the report begins. "In 
spite of government repression, they are 
organizing independent black unions. 
They have forced companies like Ford, 
General Motors and Volkswagen to re
cognize their unions and negotiate sub
stantial wage increases. The South Afri
can government sees black workers' 
growing power as a threat to the apart
heid system." 

Information on ordering these and 
other new Africa Fund and ACOA 
publications i'i below. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM 
THE AFRICA FUND 

__BLACK UNIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA by Sandy Boyer, AF 1982, 8pp. De
spite government repression, black unions have grown dramatically in the 
last few years. A unique analysis of the growth of black unions, their political 
significance and the problems they face. 60¢ each. Over twenty, 30¢ each. 

____:.SOUTH AFRICA: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON DIVESTMENT by 
Gail Hovey, AF 1981, 4pp. There is growing debate about whether US invest
ments in South Africa help or hinder efforts to abolish the system of white 
minority rule known as apartheid. Answers to twelve most frequently raised 
questions. 30¢ each. Over twenty, 15¢ each. 

_ ____._,L<L.oEGISLATIVE ACTION AGAINST APARTHEID: A STUDY OF THE 
CONNECTICUT CAMPAIGN, ACOA 1982, 4pp. A movement for divest
ment of public funds from corporations that invest in South Africa is growing 
throughout the United States. A case study of the campaign involving state 
legislators, trade unions and community organizations for the divestment of 
over $200 million in pension fund holdings linked to South Africa. 30¢ each. 
Over twenty, 15¢ each. 

__NAMIBIA: FOR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE by Theo-Ben 
Gurirab, AF 1981, 4pp. South Africa continues to occupy Namibia but the 
United States refuses to support sanctions. SWAPO's representative to the 
United Nations presents the liberation movement's view of the history of 
Namibia and the struggle for freedom. 30¢ each. Over twenty, 15¢ each. 

_____ANGLO AMERICAN CORPORATION OF SOUTH AFRICA LTD.: 
INVESTMENTS IN NORTH AMERICA by Ruth Kaplan, AF 1982, 35pp. 
Anglo-American Corporation is the largest foreign investor in the US. This is 
the first major study of these investments and their implications for US policy. 
Institutions: $25.00. Individuals: $5.00. 

Add 15 % postage. 
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