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ACOA ACTION NEWS 
Eighty International Participants 

Nobel laureate Sean MacBride and 
William Booth, President of ACOA. 

H.E. Mohamed Sahnoun, Vice
President, UN Council for Namibia. 

Thea-Ben Gurirab, SWAPO's 
Representative to the UN. 

"Transnational corporations do not, have never, and for 
the foreseeable future, will not serve any useful positive 

role for the Namibian people." 
-Theo-Ben Gurirab, SWAPO's Representative 

to the United Nations. 

Seminar on Multinationals 
in Namibia 

Welcoming the participants, Thea
Ben Gurirab, SWAPO's Representative 
to the United Nations, greeted the semi
nar on behalf of the Central Committee 
of SWAPO and the struggling people of 
Namibia, "whose cause you have 
shouldered for so many years. " The 
International Seminar on the Role of 
Transnational Corporations in Namibia 
brought together 80 experts and activ
ists from 54 organizations in 12 coun
tries in Europe, Africa, North America 
and Japan. They gathered in Washing
ton, DC from November 29 to Decem
ber 3 at the invitation of the American 
Committee on Africa, which organized 
the seminar with the support of the Un
ited Nations COlmcil for Namibia and 
SWAPO. Sharing economic and politi
cal developments in relation to Namibia 
and learning in detail the actions of sup-

port groups around the world, gener
ated tremendous energy and renewed 
commitment to the struggle on the part 
of the participants, many of whom are 
indeed long time supporters of the 
struggle for Namibian independence. 

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Sean 
MacBride, served as president of the 
seminar. In his opening address, Mac
Bride, who had been the first United 
Nations Commissioner for Namibia, re
minded the conference that "the illegal
ity and immorality of continued South 
African occupation of Namibia has 
been clearly recognized by the interna
tional community. This is a case in 
which there is no room for argument," 
he said. 

Analysing the reasons why Namibia 
was still not free, MacBride pointed to 
South Africa's intransigence and there-

fusal of major Western powers to con
front the apartheid state and enforce 
United Nations decisions. "Nothing has 
done more damage to the credibility of 
thP. free world than the utter cynical be
haviour of the United States and the 
western NATO powers in regard to 
Namibia," he told participants. 

A keynote address to the opening 
session by His Excellency, Ambassa· 
dor Mohamed Sahnoun of Algeria, 
Vice-President of the Council for Nami
bia, crystallized the issues before the 
Seminar. "The South African regime 
has, in recent years, and with the col
laboration of the transnational corpora
tions, accelerated the process of the 
exploitation of Namibia's natural re
sources. Their activities have gained 
momentum despite strong protests by 
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Francesta Farmer, United States 

Dag Hareide, Norway 

Yoko Kitazawa, Japan 

David de Beer, Netherlands 

Moira Hutchinson, Canada 

Some of the seminar participants 

Excerpt From Seminar 
The Role of Transnational 

Corporations 

The transnational corporations most 
active in Namibia are of North Amer
ican, West European and South African 
origin. Their activities are directed at the 
major sectors of the Namibian econ
omy, mining, financial and agricultural 
sectors. 

Mining in Namibia has proved highly 
profitable for the transnational corpora
tions. The easy repatriation of profits 
has allowed the home countries of the 
transnational corporations to system
atically remove thousands of millions of 
dollars of Namibia's wealth from the 
country. The shareholders of com
panies such as Consolidated Diamond 
Mines (South Africa), Rio Tinto Zinc 
(British) and AMAX and Newmont Min
ing (American) have made spectacular 
profits, out of all proportion to their orig
inal investment. The uranium mining 
has been done with minimal safety and 
health provisions, resulting in the slow 
poisoning of both land and people. 

The involvement of foreign banks in 
Namibia has assisted the South 
Africans in financing their illegal admin
istration of the territory. This has re
sulted in the expansion of the oppres
sive administrative structures, and is 
also used to attract new foreign inves
tors to Namibia to share in the exploita
tion of the country. 

In the fishing sector the desire for 
excessive short-term profits by trans
national corporations has led to the vir
tual collapse of the Namibian fishing 
industry, the exhaustion of another of 
Namibia's natural resources. Karakul 
sheep and cattle farming have led to 
excessive overgrazing resulting in the 

creeping extension of desert areas. 
Throughout the years the transna

tional corporations have benefitted 
from the apartheid labor laws and cus
toms enforced by South African in 
Namibia. They have been allowed to 
underpay and neglect the social condi
tions of their employees. 

The Western Contact Group 

Considerable concern exists in Africa 
and throughout the world over the activ
ities of the so-called "Contact States:" 
USA, Britain, Canada, Federal Repub
lic of Germany and France. This Inter
national Seminar calls upon the United 
Nations Council for Namibia to resume 
its full responsibility concerning the fu
ture of Namibia, including matters aris
ing from the negotiations. The liberation 
of Namibia pursuant to the decisions of 
the United Nations and international 
law is the sole responsibility of the Un
ited Nations; it should not permit these 
five "Contact States" to usurp the func
tions of the Council for Namibia. 

The International Seminar urgently 
recommends to the UN Council for 
Namibia to take effective measures to 
secure the implementation of UN De
cree No.1 for the protection of the Natu
ral Resources of Namibia. It is recom
mended that a Special Prosecutor, or 
Prosecutors, be appointed to direct and 
supervise the implementation of the 
Decree. It is further recommended that 
groups of lawyers should be formed in 
different countries to assist in the imple
mentation of the Decree at national 
level; such lawyers' groups should work 
in contact with existing Namibia support 
groups. 



SWAPO's H.P. Asheeke and delegation in Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis. Wilfred Asombang, Zambia 

Declaration 
Recommendations 

Political action ·should be aimed at 
isolating South Africa on all levels, en
suring political support for SWAPO and 
the Frontline States, pressurizing the 
Contact Group countries to drop the 
linkage of Angolan politics to the Nami
bian liberation question, and ensuring 
recognition of the UN Council for Nami
bia as the legal authority of Namibia 
until independence. 

On the national and local level politi
cal campaigns on Namibia should be 
centered on the local presence of trans
national corporations operating in 
Namibia, and strategic harbor facilities. 

Economic action should be aimed at 
forcing corporations to cease their acti
vities in Namibia, especially in regard to 
the expropriation of Namibia's mineral 
resources, and campaigning for man
datory comprehensive economic sanc
tions against South Africa. The man
datory arms embargo must be strictly 
enforced and extended. 

Further campaigning issues aimed at 
policies of divestment, an oil embargo, 
South Africa's links to the International 
Monetary Fund, etc. should also in
clude local trade union participation. 

Material aid to SWAPO should be 
stepped up in this crucial phase of the 
struggle. Aid projects should be aimed 
not only at supplying essential food and 
medicines, but also at assisting 
SWAPO in building up its structures in 
line with its responsibi lities as a national 
liberation movement. 

A system for the exchange of in
formation on political developments, 
political and economic action and 
material aid programs should be 
established. 

From Sorrie of the 
Conference Papers 

Jacques Marchand of the French 
Anti-Apartheid Movement spoke on the 
French-Namibian connection. "The 
Socialist Party and the French Govern
ment were stating in 1981 that the 
question of Namibian uranium imports 
would soon be resolved, and we be
lieved this to be true. Now, we believe 
the opposite. We are persuaded that 
Namibian uranium is still arriving in 
France, probably under a South African 
label.. .. Today, the Socialist deputies 
who have become ministers no longer 
seem to attach much importance to the 
participation of French companies in 
the plundering of uranium and other 
Namibian resources." 

Giving an overview of multinational 
companies operating in Namibia, Brian 
Bolton of the British Transport and 
General Workers Union said, "As in any 
underdeveloped country TNCs contri
bute to, benefit from and reinforce the 
distortions in the economy." 

* * * 
Dag Hareide described a highly suc

cessful material aid campaign carried 
out in Norway for SWAPO. In two years, 
the town of Elverum collected 11 0 tons 
of blankets, tents, medicines, books, 
clothes etc, valued at $950,000. Other 
towns have taken up the support work 

that combines learning about Namibia 
with practical work for SWAPO. 

ACOA Research Director , Gail 
Hovey reported on actions in the United 
States to break the economic links with 
Namibia's exploiters. Since 1976 at 
least 33 colleges and universities have 
removed more than $100 million from 
banks and corporations involved in 
South Africa. Seventeen state legisla
tures and 14 city governments have de
bated the issue of the investment of 
public money in banks and corpora
tions that operate in South Africa and 
Namibia. Hovey called for actions 
which would place Namibia on the 
agenda of all opponents of apartheid, 
for actions which suppert the struggle of 
the Namibian people, a struggle ex
pressed by the Namibian poet lssiak A. 
Zimba: 

March on Namibian children 
march on to Windhoek, 
for this is the only time to strike 
hard, to strike a blow and fight 
for the beloved country. 

The struggle should continue, 
for, not later than now, a wave 
of freedom and justice will 
roll across Namibia. 

This newsletter was prepared by Dumisani S. Kuma/a. 
For more copies, write ACOA, 198 Broadway, NY, NY 10038. 



SEMINAR 
continued from page one 

the international community, and 
numerous resolutions of the United Na
tions against such exploitation," said 
Ambassador Sahnoun. 

Speaking on behalf of the US Con
gressional Black Caucus, Francesta 
Farmer, Executive Director of the 
Caucus, said that US policy was in
creasing the intransigence of the racist 
regime. "We are concerned that the US 
policy arguing for linkage of Cuban 
troops in Angola, in fact, has obscured 
the important issues in this area. " 
She concluded by calling on partici
pants to share with US Congressional 
leaders ideas for legislative actions to 
provide greater pressure for a Namibia 
settlement. 

When SWAPO's Thea-Ben Gurirab 
rose to speak, he was greeted by a 
standing ovation. He called attention to 
the work before the seminar and to 
SWAPO's understanding of the role of 
transnationals, saying, "In the next few 
days, you who are experts on the sub
ject before us will read out to us your 
findings from your research as to the 
nature and dimensions-horizontally 
and vertically-of the role of trans
national corporations in Namibia. To 
us, it is a very basic question. Their role 
is negative. It is part and parcel of the 
system of oppression and exploitation. 
Transnational corporations do not, 
have never, and for the foreseeable 
future, will not serve any useful positive 
role for the Namibian people." 

Among the 38 papers presented to 
the seminar in the four day meeting 
were many which detailed the ways in 
which transnationals are stealing the 
wealth of Namibia, particularly in areas 
of fishing, uranium and diamond min
ing. In some very lively sessions, activ
ists gave viviq accounts of ways in 
which they are challenging political and 
economic links between their countries 
and South Africa and building support 
for the Namibian freedom struggle. In 
intensive working group meetings, par
ticipants exchanged action techniques 
and developed plans for closer com
munication and coordination. The 
seminar issued a final declaration con
demning South Africa's continuing 
illegal occupation of Namibia and call
ing on the racist regime to withdraw its 
90,000 troops and police so that the 
United Nations can conduct free and 
fair elections which will lead to full inde
pendence. The Reagan Administration 
was criticized for linking the presence of 
Cuban troops in Angola to the question 
of Namibian independence, thereby 
providing South Africa one more 

excuse for continuing its illegal 
occupation. 

A unique feature of this seminar was 
the recognition of the need to share its 
findings widely and make use of its par
ticipants. Immediately following the 
Washington sessions, teams were sent 
to six North American cities where local 
activists had taken on major responsi
bility for coordinating programs. Cities 
visited were Atlanta, Boston, Min
neapolis-St. Paul, Montreal, Ottawa 
and San Francisco. The teams in
cluded a SWAPO representative, activ
ists from Holland, Nor-Way, Britain, and 
France, and someone from ACOA. 
They carried with them the final dec
laration of the seminar (see page 2) and 
a Message to the People of the United 
States. The message expressed "dis
tress that a combination of economic 
interests and political misconceptions 
by the US had caused it to take actions 
which have prolonged the struggle of 
the Namibian people for their indepen
dence and delayed the holding of free 
and fair elections by the UN in 
Namibia." 

Urging American people to demand 
that the US "support mandatory sanc
tions against South Africa," the mes
sage continued, "We urge you to 
demand your government to separate 
completely its concern about the pres
ence of Cuban troops in Angola from 
the just claim of the Namibian people, 
for independent nationhood as upheld 
by the UN and by international law." 

Everywhere they went, the teams 
met with a warm response. In Atlanta, 
they were met at the airport by two 
limousines and a police escort from 
Mayor Andrew Young's office. The 
delegation held a press conference and 
met with over 40 state and city legisla
tors, church leaders, business and 
community representatives. Two hun
dred people attended a public forum at 
Atlanta University. The highlight of the 
visit was a meeting held at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Center for Social 
Change with 50 leaders representing 
virtually every major church, trade un
ion and social organization in Atlanta. 

In Minneapolis, Mayor Donald Fraser 
bestowed "honorary citizenship" status 
on members of the delegation at the 
beginning of an informal meeting with 
the City Council. The delegation called 
on the Council to introduce divestment 
legislation. A public forum on trans
nationals in Namibia held at the Central 
Lutheran Church was attended by over 
200 people. Following the formal pre
sentations, the discussion focussed on 
organizing actions. In nearby St. Paul, a 
member of the delegation addrPssed 
the City Council, again calling for di-

vestment from South Africa and Nami
bia. In Boston, the delegation met with 
student leaders at Boston University's 
African Studies Center. In the evening, 
200 people attended a meeting, includ
ing legislators who were actively cam
paigning for divestment legislation. In 
Montreal, the delegation participated in 
a major conference on the role of Cana
dian corporations in South Africa and 
Namibia. In San Francisco, the delega
tion spoke at several public forums, in
cluding a meeting with the parishioners 
at Bethel Lutheran Church , and 
travelled to Sacramento for a meeting 
with legislators, their aides and com
munity members. In Ottawa, the de
legation had meetings with key indi
viduals in the trade unions, church and 
legislative bodies. There was also a 
meeting between SWAPO and Cana
dian government officials, and a press 
conference. 

Both the Seminar and travelling dele
gations linked people from many diffe
rent, sometimes isolated areas to the 
growing international struggle against 
the South African regime's racist rule of 
terror. As the delegations travelled they 
found a constituency eager to pledge 
new energy to building support for the 
Namibian people in their struggle for 
freedom and independence. 

RESOURCE 
In November, the Africa Fund pub
lished a pamphlet written by Gail 
Hovey, Research Director for The Afri
ca Fund and ACOA, titled "Namibia's 
Stolen Wealth-North American In
vestment and South African Occupa
tion." 
Price: $2.50 
Publication date: November 1982 
Length: 53 pages ISBN: 0-943428-04-1 

ORDER FORM 

r---------------
Piease send __ copies of Namibia's 
Stolen Wealth at $2.50 each. 

I enclose __ • 0 Please bill (organization 
only). 

Name __________ ___ 

Organization ________ ___ 

Address'---~-------

City State __ Zip __ 
*Please add 15% postage and handling. Bulk 
rates available. 

The Africa Fund (associated with the 
American Committee on Africa) 

198 Broadway, New York, NY 10038 
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