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ACOA ACTION NEWS 
n Apologia For Racism 

REAGAN'S AFRICA 
In late june the Reagan Administration 

chose Under Secretary of State Lawrence 
S . Eagleburger to deliver what it described 
as a major new policy statement on south
ern Africa. ACOA Executive Director 
jENNIFER DAVIS analyzes this impor
tant development. 

The "new" Reagan Administration 
statement of US policy toward South 
Africa, expounded by Under Secretary of 

State Lawrence S. Eagleburger, is no
thing more than a sophisticated apologia 
for continuing US economic, military and 
diplomatic support for South Africa's 
white minority regime. 

Urging regional coexistence, Eagle
burger allocates equal responsibility to 
South Africa and the independent African 
states for what he terms an intensifying 
"cycle of violence" in southern Africa. In 
fact, the continued illegal occupation of 

·unions Protest Conviction of 
South African Labor Leader 

Executive Director Jennifer Davis (center) briefed a delegation of labor leaders orga
nized by the New York Labor Committee Against Apartheid immediately before they met 
with the South African Consul General in July. The delegation was protesting the convic
tion of 73-year-old South African trade unionist Oscar Mpetha on trumped-up charges of 
inciting racial violence. 

Among the fifty-member delegation were Cleveland Robinson, Secretary-Treasurer of 
District 65 UAW; Sam Meyers, President of Local259, UAW; Joann Henry and Jesse 
Olson, Vice Presidents of District 1199, Hospital and Health Care Employees; Henry 
Foner, President of the Fur and Leather Workers, UFCWU; John Hudson, President of 
the Headwear Joint Board, ACTWU; Jim Bell, President of New York CBTU and 
Emagene Walker, President of New York CLUW. 

POLICY 
Namibia and much of southern Angola, 
the racist apartheid system in South 
Africa itself and the destabilization of the 
independent neighboring African states, 
all emanate from the white minority gov
ernment. 

Namibia 

Vutually no observers or participants of 
the Namibian independence negotiations 
see an early end to South Africa's illegal 
occupation of Namibia. Seventeen years 
ago the United Nations, with US govern
ment support, terminated South Africa's 
mandate. Yet today, South Africa's occu
pation of Namibia is more repressive and 
intense than when Reagan came to 
power. 

South Africa 

Eagleburger's claim that there is move
ment towards change in South Africa is 
false, if by change one means a movement 
to abandon apartheid. 

The issue in South Africa is not a choice 
between violence and peaceful change. 
Violence is a daily fact of life for all black 
people in South Africa. The violence of 
the state against the people continues 
with millions of people being removed by 
force from their homes and sent to the 
rural slums known as bantustans. Oppo
nents of apartheid are constantly detained 
without trial and tortured. And the courts 
dutifully enforce apartheid laws, whether 
by sending people to jail for singing free
dom songs or by hanging people for at
tacking a police station. 

The issue before Americans is not 
whether there will be violence in South 
Africa. The issue is whether we will allow 
US dollars and expertise to be used to 
prolong the violence and perpetuate 
racism. Many have already said no. 
Apartheid is not a system that can be 
patched up or reformed into acceptability. 
It has to be destroyed. Blacks in South 
Africa are moving to take this action. 
They need the full support of the Ameri
can people. 
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ACOA-THRE 

I 
An ACOA delegation, including George 
Houser (left) , Executive Director, and 
Frank Montero (right), now chairman of the 
Africa Fund, meets with President Kwame 
Nkrumah of Ghana in 1958 at the first All 
African People's Conference in Accra. 

ACOA's first director, George Shepherd 
(right), greets UN petitioner Julius Nyerere 
in 1955, seven years before he became 
president of independent Tanzania. 

Through three decades of vast changes 
on the continent of Africa, one theme has 
sustained the work of the ACOA: support 
for the struggle for African freedom and 
independence. 

The Early Years 

In 1952, a small group of Americans, 
who were involved in the early days of 
civil rights and peace work, heard of the 
nonviolent demonstrations protesting 
apartheid that were sweeping South 
Africa under the leadership of the African 
National Congress. They formed a sup
port group, Americans for South African 
Resistance, and raised funds to assist the 
ANC's "Defiance of Unjust Laws" cam
paign. 

One year later, the focus was broad
ened to encompass support for anti
colonial efforts across the continent, 
which then had only four independent 
countries, and the American Corrunittee 
on Africa was incorporated. Thirty years 
later, with Zimbabwe bringing the number 
of independent countries to fifty, ACOA's 
work has come full circle back to a major 
focus on the struggle against apartheid in 
South Africa and Namibia. 

ACOA introduced Americans to the 
leaders of the struggle for African inde
pendence. Names like K warne Nkrumah, 
Sekou Toure, Tom Mboya, Julius 
Nyerere, Kenneth Kaunda, Eduardo 
Mondlane, Oliver Tambo, Sam Nujoma 
and Dennis Brutus, received some of 
their first exposure in the United States 
because of ACOA's efforts. Whether it 
was the FLN of Algeria, P AIGC of Guinea 
Bissau, FRELIMO of Mozambique, 
ZANU- PF of Zimbabwe or POLISARIO 

A full house at New York's Town Hall rises to its feet as the new flag of Ghana is raised at 
an independence celebration held by ACOA in 1957. 

of the Western Sahara, ACOA has always 
taken a lead in assisting the liberation 
movements to establish and maintain re
presentation in the US. 

Direct Support 

ACOA has always believed in raising 
direct support for victims of injustice. 
This has taken many forms, including aid 
for a school in pre-independence Ghana, 
support for the scores charged with 
"treason" in South Africa in the 1950s and 
helping to bring health care to the liberat
ed areas of former Portuguese colonies in 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique. 
It has meant shipments of clothing and 
medical supplies for Zimbabwean, Nami
bian and Saharawi refugees and emer
gency assistance for individual refugees in 
the US. At the same time ACOA and its 
associate, The Africa Fund, have provid
ed direct aid to those struggling for inde
pendence, its aim has also been to edu
cate Americans about the struggle. 

'No' to Apartheid 

ACOA has worked to mobilize Americans 
of many backgrounds to oppos~ colonial and 
racist rule in Africa: Eleanor Roosevelt 
chaired the "Declaration of Conscience 
Against Apartheid" in 1957, signed by 123 
leaders from 38 nations. Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. co-chaired ACOA's 
"Appeal for Action Against Apartheid" in 
1962 and delivered his first major address 

. on Africa at an ACOA rally in 1965. Jackie 
Robinson headed a group of sport person
alities in the successful campaign for 
South Africa's expulsion from the Olym
pics in 1968. When ACOA organized a 
campaign in support of the cultural boy-

SWAPO's Theo-Ben Gurirab delivers a 
keynote address, presenting the Namibian 
liberation movement's analysis of US 
policy, at a conference convened by ACOA 
in 1981. 



:E DECADES 
cott of South Africa, James Baldwin, 
Leonard Bernstein and Sidney Poitier 
were among the early signatories to a 
public pledge by artists and writers to say 
"No" to entertaining for apartheid. 

ACOA has helped mobilize dock
workers refusing to offload Rhodesian 
chrome, mineworkers protesting the im
portation of South African coal, lawyers 
protesting the trials of political prisoners 
in Namibia, churches withdrawing de
posits from banks lending to South Africa 
and students organizing for university di
vestment from corporations aiding racism 
in South Africa. 

US Policy 

ACOA has also worked to remove cold
war blinders from US policy toward Afri
can issues and to stop intervention on the 
side of colonialism and racism. From tes
timony before Congress and the UN to 
protests against the sale of troop trans
ports to Portugal, to exposure of US as
sistance with SA's nuclear capability, to 
newspaper advertisements against US in
tervention in the Congo crisis and in 
Angola, and opposition to the Byrd 
amendment allowing Rhodesian chrome 
into the US, ACOA has campaigned on 
many fronts. 

ACOA's catalytic role has helped plant 
the seed for many programs which have 
since taken on a life of their own: ACOA's 
first publication, Africa Today, is now a 
scholarly quarterly published by the Uni
versity of Denver. ACOA's Washington 
Office, opened in 1967, was reorganized 
in 1972 as the Washington Office on 
Africa. ACOA's role in initiating the 

ACOA Projects Director Dumisani Kumalo, 
an exiled Soutb African journalist, has 
described life under apartheid to 
numerous audiences in the past three 
years. 

Negro Leadership Conference on Africa 
in 1962 and the full-page advertisement 
by 123 black Americans against South 
African Airways landing in the US in 1970 
were forerunners of numerous coalition 
efforts for cooperation among civil rights 
organizations concerned with southern 
Africa. ACOA's role in initiating bank 
withdrawal campaigns in the mid-1960s 
served as a guide for the new bank cam
paign that grew in the late 1970s. Pio
neering research on the role of US cor
porations in South Africa, going back to 
the early 1960s, is the base for much of 
the work done today for divestment. 

Leadership 

ACOA has enjoyed remarkable conti
nuity in its leadership. Its first co-chairs 
were the late A. Phillip Randolph and 
Rev. Donald Z. Harrington, followed by 
past president Peter Weiss and current 
president, since 1972, William H. Booth. 
From 1955, when he became the first full
time staff, until 1981, Director Emeritus 
George M. Houser led the day-to-day 
work, succeeded by longtime Research 
Director Jennifer Davis. Many others on 
the board from the first decade continue 
into the third, including Vice President 
Elizabeth Landis, Robert Browne, Peter 
Weiss, Africa Fund chairman Frank 
Montero and vice chairman Dr. John L. S. 
Holloman. 

With the continued support of Ameri
cans of conscience, who have always 
been the basis of its stength, ACOA will 
continue its unfinished business into its 
fourth decade supporting the struggle for 
African freedom. 

ACOA President William Booth introduces 
Prime Minister Robert Mugabe at an 
ACOA sponsored reception following 
Zimbabwe's independence in 1980. 

ACOA Executive Director Jennifer Davis 
(right) discusses the issues of public in
vestment and South Africa with William 
Lucy, Secretary-Treasurer of the American 
Federation of State County and Municipal 
Employees, in Aprill983. 

ACOA founders Robert Browne (left) and George Houser admire a collage presented by 
Browne, on behalf of the Executive Board, to Houser at a celebration of ACOA's Twenty
fifth Anniversary in 1978. 



BRIEFLY NOTED 

• ACOA President William H. Booth 
was invited to speak at a series of en
gagements in Bermuda by the Anti
Apartheid Group in Hamilton the week of 
June 16. The group, which had raised 
$60,000 for victims of apartheid in 1982, 
brought Booth to help build a cultural 
event to raise funds for Namibian refu
gees in cooperation with The Africa Fund 

• On September 23, Booth is speaking 
at an evening of solidarity with southern 
Africa, sponsored by District 1199 Hos
pital and Health Care Employees and the 
Labor Committee Against Apartheid, to
gether with 1199 President Doris Turner. 

• The Washington Post published an 
"opinion column" by Executive Director 
Jennifer Davis on its editorial page May 
21, responding to an article by Leon Sulli
van, author of the "Principles" bearing his 
name which lay down criteria for US cor
porate investment in South Africa. 

• In August, ACOA Projects Director 
Dumisani Kumalo was invited to appear 
opposite a spokesperson for the "Sullivan 
Principles, " to discuss US corporate in
volvement in South ·Africa, on WOR- TV's 
"Straight Talk" program in New York. 

• Bowing to public pressure, South 
Africa's Southern Sun Hotels abandoned 
its bid to build a new $300 million casino in 
Atlantic City, NJ in June. ACOA provided 
extensive documentation on the South 
African ownership of Southern Sun to the 
City Council, the State Casino Control 
Commission and the coalition of Atlantic 
City groups that opposed the project. 
Executive Director Jennifer Davis ad
dressed a city council hearing to consider 
the issue and Projects Director Dumisani 
Kumalo spoke at a victory celebration or
ganized by the coalition. 

• Exiled South African poet Dennis 
Brutus won a victory against Reagan Ad
ministration efforts to deport him when a 
federal judge ruled he is entitled to polit
ical asylum. ACOA arranged Brutus' first 
US speaking tour in 1967. Brutus' attor
neys consulted Jennifer Davis and Direc
tor Eme'ritus George M. Houser prior to 
his trial in Chicago. ACOA has also en
couraged supporters to protest the Ad
ministration's position and has provided 
background on the case for the media. 

• Following its successful spring tour of 
50 engagements in 18 states, The Africa 
Fund sent South African actors Selaelo 
Maredi and Seth Sibanda to Europe this 
summer where they performed Maredi's 
play "For Better Not for Worse" before 
audiences in The Netherlands, Denmark, 
Norway and Switzerland. To schedule a 

DIVESTMENT CAMPAIGN 
The September issue of ACOA's 

Public Investment and South Africa 
newsletter (available on request) docu
ments the growth of the nationwide 
campaign to stop the investment of 
public funds in companies operating in 
South Africa. The newsletter is sent to 
over 600 legislators and activists. 

The divestment campaign's growth 
has caused increasing concern in the 
Reagan administration and among US 
corporations. Jack Anderson recently 
released a cable to the State Depart
ment from the US Embassy in South 
Africa which estimates total US foreign 
economic involvement with South 
Africa at $14.6 billion. The cable notes: 
"The magnitude of this involvement 
places the current disinvestment 
debate raging in the US in new per
spective." And the American Chamber 
of Commerce in South Africa, in its 
recent newsletter, requested the 
views of members on how to respond 
to the "divestment campaign at the US 
state and city level that could have a 
dramatic effect on our business." 

More states and cities are introduc
ing legislation and states which have 
passed legislation are moving to imple
ment. Connecticut State Treasurer 
Parker recently announced that his 
office had sold $20 million worth of 
pension stock- making a profit of $4 
million-and Massachusetts Treasury 

performance for this fall, contact coordi
nator Joshua Nessen immediately at the 
ACOA office, (212) 962-1210. 

• Six interns worked with ACOA and 
The Africa Fund this summer assisting 
with research and myriad other projects. 
They came from Boston University, 
Bowdoin, Harvard, the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School, Lehigh and 
Michigan State University. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Church and University Action Against 
Apartheid: A Summary of Withdrawals 
and Divestments, AF 1983, 19pp. A com
pilation of the growing number of divest
ment actions by churches and univer
sities. $1.00 

Human Rights Violations in Apartheid 
South Africa by Gail Hovey, AF 1983, 4 
pp. The increase in pass law arrests, re
movals and torture. 30¢ each. Over 
twenty 15¢ each. 

These and over 100 other publications 
may be ordered from the 1983 Africa 
Fund Literature List available gratis. 

officials have sold approximately $75 
million worth of South Africa related 
stocks and bonds. 

ACOA's Executive Director, Jenni
fer Davis, addressed the Conference 
of State Treasurers in Maine in August 
on the question of socially responsible 
investment and received a good hear
ing from a large audience, a growing 
number of whom are supporting 
divestment. 

The momentum built up by the local
level campaigns has been reflected in 
the energy with which a wide range of 
groups have worked in support of sev
eral Congressional bills seeking to 
restrict US links with South Africa. 
Perhaps the most important of these 
was the Patterson-Lowry amendment 
to the IMF Authorization Bill which 
instructs the US Executive Director of 
the IMF to vote against loans to coun
tries which practice apartheid. 

The network of state legislators and 
divestment groups responded enthusi
astically to ACOA's request that they 
lobby their congressional representa
tives. The US House of Representa
tives adopted the amendment "as is," 
and it now faces a House-Senate 
conference committee in September. 
Other legislation ACOA is supporting 
would ban Krugerrand sales and bank 
loans to the South African govern
ment. 

REFUGEE AID 

Writing from the office of Health and 
Social Welfare, SWAPO's Chieffor Logis
tics Gabriel Nantana expressed "in the 
name of the oppressed people of Namibia, 
our profound gratitude and appreciation" 
for the shipment of a twenty-foot con
tainer of medical supplies for Namibian re
fugees in Angola sent by The Africa Fund. 

Since then, the Fund has shipped tens 
of hundreds of women's blazers and 
men's and women's trousers to Africa. 
With UN assistance, these have been 
shipped to benefit Namibian refugees in 
Angola and Saharawi refugees in Algeria 
who have sought refuge from the Moroc
can occupation of Western Sahara. The 
head of the women's section of the Afri
can N a tiona! Congress of South Africa, 
Gertrude Shope, also recently wrote to 
acknowledge the Fund's recent contribu
tion towards an ANC nursery project in 
Zambia, and to provide extensive lists of 
needed clothing, appliances and educa
tional aids. The project description is 
available on request for groups wishing to 
support South African women refugees. 
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