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ACOA ACTION NEWS 
BUSTING PRETORIA'S 
PROPAGANDA RING 

by Dumisani Kumalo 
Projects Director 

On Monday February 13, the New the Daily News reporter on the story to 
York Daily News reported Mayor Koch tell him that Mayor Koch himself had re
criticizing Democratic Party presidential ceived money from an agent of the apart
candidate Jesse Jackson for allowing his heid regime for his re-election campaign 
organization, PUSH, to accept funds from in 1981. At first, Frank Lombardi and his 
the Arab League. In his irrepressible editors didn't believe me. But I had doc-
style, Mayor Koch said "It would be like uments to prove my allegations and the 
white presidential candidate Walter Mon- expose that followed has had important 
dale accepting funds from the South Afri- ramifications in the U.S. and South Africa. 
can Good Government apartheid group." Last year ACOA began a major study 
When I saw this, I called Frank Lombardi, of South African government propaganda 

TOIVO FREE 

SWAPO Dept. of Information & Publicity. 

Herman Toivo ja Toivo, a founder of the Namibian liberation movement, ·swAPO, was recently 
released from South Africa's notorious Robben Island, where he was held political prisoner for 
nearly two decades. Here he joins SWAPO President Sam Nujoma in an emotional meeting at 
Lusaka airport in Zambia. In 1958, Toivo sent a tape embedded in a copy of the book Treasure 
Island to ACOA with a message which was delivered before the Decolonization Committee of the 
United Nations. 

activities in the U.S. Records that agents 
of foreign governments are required to 
file with the Justice Department revealed 
that Baskin and Sears, a large law firm, 
was apartheid's major lobbyist, earning 
$500,000 per year. One of the partners in 
this firm, John Sears, was Ronald Rea
gan's campaign manager in the 1980 pres
idential elections. The senior partner, 
Phillip Baskin, is a nationally respected 
Democrat and fundraiser for Walter 
Mondale's 1984 presidential campaign. 
South Africa was buying the services of a 
firm with significant access to powerful 
people. 

Mayor Koch was only one of many in
fluential elected officials who had received 
campaign contributions from the apart
heid propagandists, but this time the 
story made headlines. Earl Caldwell, a 
Daily News columnist delivered a devas
tating indictment of Koch's "new moral
ity" declaring that Mayor Koch had "put 
his foot in his mouth." 

Pittsburgh 

Shortly thereafter, the story appeared 
in the New York Times, the Washington 
Post, the Johannesburg Rand Daily Mail 
and the Johannesburg Star. Local televi
sion and radio news stations called ACOA 
for comment or carried the story from the 
wire services. The story alerted Thomas 
Flaherty, the Pittsburgh Comptroller, to 
the problem, as Baskin and Sears was 
earning another $500,000 per year as in
vestment lawyers for his city. But no one 
in Pittsburgh's official circles knew about 
the firm's Pretoria connection. We were 
able to show that the lobbyists had do
nated more than $12,000 to Pittsburgh 
politicians at the time that local activists 
were protesting the opening of a South 
African consulate in that city. Thomas 
Flaherty led a city-wide outcry against a 
continuing relationship with Baskin and 
Sears. 

Soon, the Pittsburgh Post Gazette, the 
largest newspaper in the city, published 
an editorial calling on Baskin and Sears to 
sever its ties with the apartheid govern
ment. 

The next day, Phillip Baskin issued a 
statement announcing that Baskin and 
Sears had decided to cancel its contract 
with the South African Government. His 

Continued page 4. 



D.C. VICTORY SPURS 
DIVESTMENT CAMPAIGN 

New York Assemblyman Herman Farrell and 
ACOA President William Booth jointly hosted 
a strategy meeting in New York City of labor, 
church and organizational supporters of the 
New York State Divestment Bill in March. 

The campaign for divestment of public 
funds from corporations that do business 
in South Africa started off the year with a 
significant success- the divestment bill 
passed by Washington D. C. became law. 
As a result $65-$70 million will be divest
ed. The bill had been threatened when 
conservatives in Congress, which can 
veto any legislation passed by the Wash
ington D. C. City Council, tried to block 
passage. Along with many others, ACOA 
contacted members of Congress directly 
and mobilized support in the constituen
cies of key legislators. 

Divestment campaigns have moved 
ahead in several other states. In Iowa a 
bill forbidding future investment in South 
Africa is awaiting the governor's signa
ture, and in Nebraska no pension funds 
can remain invested after 1986 in cor
porations that do not meet the highest 

ranking of the Sullivan Principles. In New 
York, ACOA has been working to build 
state-wide support for divestment legis
lation. Assemblyman Herman Farrell, 
who has introduced divestment legis
lation, held hearings in January in both 
New York City and Albany. Dumisani 
Kumalo testified in both cities. 

The campaign is attracting broad union 
and church support. The Civil Service 
Employees Association is one of several 
unions to which ACOA has supplied infor
mation that has come out in support of the 
legislation. Divestment has also become 
an issue in New York City. 

Eighteen states have addressed the 
question of divestment this year. In most 
cases the bills are in committee and 
voting will not be until later this year or 
1985. The states are Alabama, Arizona, 
California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Michi
gan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and 
Wisconsin. 

ACOA produced a new issue of its 
"Public Investment and South Africa" 
Newsletter which was sent to over 500 
people. Copies are available on request. 

THOUSANDS INVOLVED IN WEEKS 
OFAC·TION 

This spring the American Committee 
on Africa coordinated two weeks of na
tional anti-apartheid action from March 21 
(the anniversary of the 1960 Sharpeville 
massacre) to April 4 (the anniversary of 
the assassination of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.). 

Students across the country organized 
events, often working in coordination 
with community groups. In the east, 
Washington, D. C. was a center of activity 
where student groups from Georgetown, 
the University of D. C. , Howard, George 
Washington , American and George 
Mason universities marched on the South 
African embassy on April 4th to condemn 
apartheid and the Reagan policy of "con
structive engagement." 

Other actions · on the east coast took 
place at Yale, Stockton State College, 
Swarthmore, Dartmouth, Harvard and 
several schools in New York. 

Across the country in Los Angeles, 
National Armband Day was also marked 
with UCLA and University of Southern 
California students organizing a joint rally 
on March 21st. 

On April 1st at Yale University- where 
the class of 1984 voted to keep its class 
fund out of South Africa related companies 

- the Coalition Against Apartheid and the 
Connecticut Anti-Apartheid Coalition 
sponsored a "Run for Freedom" to raise 
money for educational projects of the 
African National Congress (ANC). 

Groups in the south were also active 
during the Weeks of Action. In Atlanta 
students on six campuses kicked off with 
a rally on March 24 and on Sunday, April 
1st, programs at local churches focused 
on apartheid and Martin Luther King's call 
for economic sanctions against South 
Africa. New Orleans, Austin, Durham, 
Tallahassee, Charlottesville and Blacks
burg were other centers of student 
action. 

In Illinois students joined the Coalition 
for Illinois Divestment from South Africa 
(CIDSA) and AFSCME, the public em
ployee union, to lobby in the state capital 
for a divestment bill. Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo College, the Uni
versity of Wisconsin in Eau Claire, and St. 
Olaf College in Minnesota were other 
centers of activity in the mid-west. In 
Canada students at the University of Con
cordia in Montreal also mobilized for the 
Weeks of Action raising funds to aid 
southern African refugees. 

Jennifer Davis addressed students at the Uni
versity of Maine at Orono on "U.S. Policy 
Towards South Africa" and debated a repre
sentative of the Ford Motor Company at Kutz
town University in Pennsylvania. While in 
Maine, Davis also met with interested legis
lators, public retirement board officials and the 
State Treasurer, Samuel Shapiro, to discuss 
divestment legislation. 



Southern Africa 1984: 
THE TOLL OF DROUGHT AND WAR 

by Gail Hovey 
Research Director 

When I traveled to southern Africa in 
late January, it was immediately obvious 
that I was visiting a region in crisis. Es
pecially Mozambique, but all the countries 
of the region, have been devastated by 
drought. The extent of the damage was 
outlined in detail at the first stop on my 
trip, a meeting in Lusaka, Zambia, of non
governmental organizations, (NGO's), 
sponsored by the Southern African De
velopment Coor
dination Con
ference. 

SADCC 
SADCC was 

founded in 1980 by 
nine countries 
Angola, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Swazi
land, Tanzania, Zim
babwe and Zambia
which share a colonial 
past and overwelm
ing economic de 
pendence on South 
Africa. It was ere at
ed to be the political 
and economic an
swer to the divide 
and rule strategy of 

agricultural production are estimated at 
$920.9 million. 

Mozambique 

In Mozambique the actlVlties of the 
South African sponsored Mozambique 
National Resistance Movement (MNR) 
have so disrupted the food delivery sys
tem that what food there is in the north 
cannot be shipped to areas where people 
starve. Those strong enough are fleeing 
to Zimbabwe. The plight of these refu-

its former colonial Mozambican refugees at Rushinga, Zimbabwe. 
masters, and of 
the apartheid regime. Although develop
ing under widely differing national eco
nomic strategies, members all face eco
nomic crisis. They understand that toget
her they have a better chance of creating 
conditions for regional peace by overcom
ing the underdevelopment and poverty 
that creates conditions for conflict. The 
style of SADCC's development is non
bureaucratic and pragmatic. Each of the 
nine nations is responsible for one devel
opment sector, e.g. Zimbabwe-food se
curity, Mozambique-transport and com
munications, Angola-energy security and 
conservation. 

The NGO's agreed to publicize the 
work of SADCC in our home countries 
and do all we can to increase political and 
economic support for the region. Drought 
and war have brought terrible destruc
tion. The 1983 rainfall was 60 to 80 per
cent less than normal. Costs incurred be
cause of the drought and direct losses in 

gees from Mozambique was described to 
me on a trip to north eastern Zimbabwe 
by a medical officer who works in the 
area. Desperate conditions in Tete 
province compel people to walk one to 
three weeks to reach Zimbabwe. They 
come across the border at Rushinga, 40 
to 50 families a day. They are suffering 
from severe malnutrition and death is 
common. 

The problems are enormous. The refu
gees are so desperate that they will work 
for food alone. The commercial farmers in 
the area are hiring them instead of Zim
babweans who rightly demand the mini
mum wage. Zimbabwe itself faces severe 
food shortages and has few resources to 
cope with the influx of refugees. This is 
the context in which Mozambique took 
steps to stop South African support for 
the MNR. What was at stake was literally 
the lives of tens of thousands of its 
people. 

Liberation Movements 

The second major focus of my trip was 
to visit African National Congress (ANC) 
and SWAPO centers in Zambia. Despite 
the crisis in the region and the uncertainty 
of what would develop, activities of the 
movements in regard to refugees were 
proceeding energetically. I visited the 
creche where the young children of ANC 
members spend their days while their 
parents are at work. Both the educational 
and health needs of the youngsters are 

attended to in the 
newly opened center. 
The AN C farm outside 
Lusaka supplies both 
vegetables and meat to 
ANC people in Lusaka. 
It is also a training 
center, concentrating 
on farm management. 
As the Chief of ANC 
Agricultural Projects, 
B. McKay, made clear, 
the ANC is responsible 
for its people. "We 
want to be self 
sufficient," he said. 
"We will take care of 
ourselves." 

The same spirit 
was evident in 
SWAPO's Nyango 
camp in western Zam
bia. Some 5000 people 
live in this ten year 

old center which includes educational and 
agricultural facilities. There is day care 
for the 400 children under the age of six 
and approximately 2, 000 students are in 
the primary and lower secondary school. 
The camp raises chickens, ducks, pigs 
and goats, and com and vegetables are 
grown. 

The school, the clinic, and the farm all 
need basic materials and there seems to 
be a shortage of everything. Neverthe
less, constant improvements are being 
made. For example, the small children 
are about to be moved from a building 
made of mud and poles to a bright new 
concrete structure where there is more 
room and much more sunlight. 

The children sang to us and their spirit 
was a sign of hope not only for the camp 
but for the people of the region who face 
extremely hard times. The children know 
what the struggle is about. They sang out 
strongly, "We are fighting for Namibia." 



Continued from page 1. 

hope was that the matter would end 
there, especially since the annmmcement 
came minutes before a press conference 
called by Mr. Flaherty at which I was 
scheduled to release documents detailing 
the Baskin and Sears South Africa links. 

The fight was not over. Baskin and 
Sears have dissolved their firm and John 
Sears and Phillip Hare, a South African 
partner, announced that on April 1st, they 
would form another law firm to continue 
propaganda activities for apartheid. 

Bringing the story to the attention of 
the Washington Post resulted in a March 
12 front page expose of South African 
propaganda which included many other 
activities of the apartheid agents in this 
country. 

Perhaps the most telling event in the 
propaganda story came when a Pittsburgh 
radio station announcer called an editor of 
an influential South African newspaper. 
He asked the editor to give a statement 
orr the breakup between Baskin and 
Sears. The editor was quoted as saying, 
"I cannot say anything to you without 
risking going to jail. Everybody is sensi
tive about such exposes in this country 
because of past experience." 

South Africa's agents in this country 
and their American corporate allies can be 
expected to intensify their efforts on 
behalf of the apartheid regime. ACOA 
plans to continue uncovering these activi
ties as part of the broader campaign to 
break the links between the U.S. and 
apartheid South Africa. 

Dumisani Kumalo and D.C. 1707 Executive 
Director Richard Morton addressed a meeting 
at the union's headquarters in late February. 

Edited by Gail Hovey and Richard Knight. 

ACOA Vice President Elizabeth Landis (left) joined a group organized by ACOA Board member 
Jerry Herman (right), Coordinator of the American Friends Service Committee Southern Afric~ 
Program, in a 10 day series of meetings in Iowa to raise southern Africa issues in the first 
Democratic Presidential caucus. Landis met with Presidential candidate Senator Gary Hart duing 
the January effort. 

BRIEFLY NOTED 

• Dumisani Kumalo appeared on 
Channel 5's "Midday Live," on April 25, 
talking about his experiences in South 
Africa that led to his going into exile. 

• An extensive profile of ACOA 
Projects Director Dumisani Kumalo has 
won the highest press award issued by 
the AFL-CIO. Labor journalist Hardy 
Green of the Voice of 1707 received the 
award in November 1983. Kumalo, and 
other ACOA staff, are members of 
District Council 1707, American F edera
tion of State, County and Municipal 
Employees. 

• Executive Director Jennifer Davis, 
Research Director Gail Hovey and Jim 
Cason of Southern Africa magazine 
prepared an extensive review of divest
ment for the prestigious law journal pub
lished by Georgetown University, Law 
and Policy in International Business. The 
34 page study examined "Economic Dis
engagement and South Africa: The Ef
fectiveness and Feasibility of Implement
ing Sanctions and Divestment." Reprints 
are available from the office for $2. 00. 
Other reprints newly available are "South 
Africa: Destabilizing the Region" by Jen
nifer Davis, reprinted from CALC Report 
and "Apartheid's New Clothes: White 
South Africa Votes on a Constitution" by 
Gail Hovey, reprinted from Christianity 
and Crisis, both for $.30 each, $.15 each 
for twenty or more. A complete list of 
titles available for 1984 will be sent on 
request. 

• Associate Director Paul Irish ad
dressed the UN on the cultural boycott of 
apartheid in March. In April, Literature 

Director Richard Knight addressed UN 
hearings on violations of the arms em
bargo of South Africa and Student Coor
dinator Josh Nessen spoke before the 
Decolonization Committee on ACOA sup
port work for SWAPO and the people of 
Namibia. Copies of Knight's statement on 
the arms embargo are available from the 
office. 

• ACOA's associate The Africa Fund 
has become the target of South African 
government harassment. A registered 
agent for South Africa's illegal administra
tion in Namibia, based in Washington, 
D. C. , filed suit against The Fund in Janu
ary. The agent, the U.S. -Namibia (South 
West Africa) Trade and Cultural Council, 
is seeking to penalize The Africa Fund for 
shipments of medicine and clothing to 
Namibian refugees. The Africa Fund will 
vigorously defend its work and continue 
its humanitarian relief to the refugees. 
Representing The Fund are the Center 
for Constitutional Rights and Patterson, 
Belknap, Webb and Tyler. The Africa 
Fund lawyers called the suit "frivolous, 
wanton and oppressive." They are seek
ing damages for legal expenses caused by 
the suit. 

• In January, The Africa Fund spent 
over $10,000 to purchase medical sup
plies for Namibian refugees and to assist 
women's projects, cultural and irrigation 
programs for South African refugees. 
SWAPO Secretary for Health, Dr. 
Iyambo Indongo, wrote to The Africa 
Fund in February "to thank you for your 
tireless efforts in alerting the people of 
the United States about the plight of 
Namibian refugees." He called on The 
Fund to "continue sending material aid to 
alleviate the difficulties encountered by 
them in foreign lands." 
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