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CHRIS HANI REMEMBERED 

ACOA:s Jennifer Davis addressed over 
500 longtime activists at the New York 
Memorial Service for Chris Hani, April 
19, 1993, at Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker's 
Canaan Baptist Church of Christ. ACOA 
co-sponsored the event which brought 
union, religious and community organi-

zations together to honor this slain lead
er of the South African freedom struggle. 

New York Mayor David Dinkins de
livered the eulogy. Other speakers in
cluded ACOA Board Members Canon 
Frederick B. Williams, Church of the 
Intercession; Elombe Brath, Patrice Lu
mumba Coalition; and Edgar Romney, 
International Vice President of the Inter
national Ladies Garment Workers Union 
(pictured at left), as well as Rev. Dr. Joan 
Campbell, General Secretary of the Na
tional Council of Churches; Rabbi Alan 
Kaplan, Director of the New York Feder
ation of Reform Synagogues; Cleveland 
Robinson, Chair of the New York State 
Martin Luther King Commission; ANC 
Representative Kinglsey Makhubela and 
many other community leaders. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO AN ALL INDEPENDENT AFRICA 
In 1993 the American Committee on 

Africa will celebrate its 40th anniversa
ry. The initial goal of ACOA- to sup
port African countries as they struggle 
for independence is well on its way to 
being met. 

There is good reason to believe that a 
year from now South Africa will hold its 
first ever one person, one vote elections. 

This is indeed a cause for great celebra
tion. Many years of very hard work on 
both sides of the Atlantic have finally 
seen some result. 

It will be crucial in the next year to 
mobilize support for the elections, espe
cially addressing the issues of free polit
ical activity and violence geared to pre
vent people from going to the polls. 

ACOA has joined with European anti
apartheid groups onto a call made by 
the Liaison Group of National Anti
Apartheid Movements in the Countries 
of the European Community. These 
groups have come together to demand 
international supervision, monitoring and 
verification to ensure that South Africa's 
coming elections are free and fair. 

MOBILIZING FOR BETI"ER AFRICA POLICY 
ACOA acted in December when Con

gress announced its plans to eliminate 
the House Africa Subcommittee. 
Projects Director Dumisani Kumalo 
communicated to a national network of 
local activists the need to call their Con
gress members and insist the Sub
committee be preserved. This was fol
lowed by a major press strategy which 
drew attention to this crisis in foreign 
policy. After exhaustive efforts, the 
House Africa Subcommittee was saved, 
this time. 

However, its fate will be reexamined 
after one year, so there is sti II much work 
to be done convincing members of our 
own government that Africa is an impor
tant part of the world which warrants 
our attention and concern . 

ACOA delivered petitions signed by 
over 5,000 Americans to President Clin
ton calling on him to publicly condemn 
the South African government's role in 
Apartheid's violence. 

The April delivery came just after the 
tragic assassination of South African 

Communist Party Secretary General and 
ANC Executive Committee Member, 
Chris Hani. Hani is the latest and most 
famous victim ofthe violence which has 
caused over 1 0,000 deaths since Nel
son Mandela was released from prison 
in 1990. 

The petitions urge Clinton to show 
Americans a better U .5. Policy than the 
so-called "constructive engagement'' of 
the Reagan years, or the Bush policy 
which prematurely lifted sanctions in 
July 1991. 



RAN Expand Reach Lobby 
~ Resolutions ... 
:::r 

f on Angola 
n;· 

Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker, RAN Chairperson (right), greets Walter Sisulu, Deputy President of the ANC 
(front left), and the late Oliver Tambo, ANC National Chairperson (behind Sisulu) at the ANC 
International Solidarity Conference in Johannesburg in February. 

We are continuing to strengthen ties 
with South African unions, civics, wom
en's organizations and other members 
of civil society. Recently, our associa
tion with the South African Council of 
Churches was enhanced enormously. 
Our RAN Coordinator, Aleah Bacquie, 
has been seconded to the SACC for one 
year to serve as International Press Of
ficer. This will provide RAN member 
churches with monthly eye-witness re
ports on the current developments in 
South Africa. 

stone of the Goldstone Commission of 
Inquiry into the Violence. 

Upon her return from the ANC Con
ference, Aleah distributed the confer
ence resolution on sanctions to a broad 
ecumenical network. Also included in 
that mailing was the ANC's Platform 
of Guiding Principles for Foreign 
Investors. 

ACOA staff has worked persistently 
on building support for such socially 
responsible investment in South Africa, 
as soon as the ANC calls for the I ifting of 
sanctions. 

and Zaire 
In recent months we have gone to our 

nationwide network of activists to ask 
that they act in defense of democracy in 
two of the most threatened southern 
African nations -Angola and Zaire. 

ACOA co-sponsored a demonstration 
outside the Zaireian Embassy in Wash
ington DC on February 14. Participants 
protested the killings in Zaire and called 
on President Clinton to pressure Mobu
tu to step down. Staff also worked with 
Congressman Payne's office on House 
Resolution #128 calling for U.S. pres
sure on President Mobutu, for which we 
are lobbying support. 

We also alerted key activists through
out the country of the need to lobby 
their Congressional Representatives to 
support newly introduced resolutions 
calling on the U.S. government to rec
ognize the legitimate government of 
Angola. House Resolution #75 and Sen
ate Resolution #70 will send a very 
important signal to UNIT A leader Jonas 
Savimbi who is currently holding that 
country's democratic process hostage to 
his own version of power and to his 
brutal solution of civil war. Over 10,000 
people have died there since Savimbi 
rejected the results of the September 
1992 elections, which were determined 
to be free and fair by both the UN and 
the U.S. observer mission. 

Be sure to contact your members of 
Congress and urge them to support these 
crucial resolutions. 

RAN members recently had the op
portunity to be eye-witnesses them
selves when Aleah and RAN Chairper
son Wyatt Tee Walker led a delegation 
of RAN members and other U.S. reli
gious leaders to South Africa to attend 
the ANC international solidarity confer
ence in February. In addition to attend
ing this first of its kind conference, trip 
members were able to visit Boipatong, 
Sharpeville and Soweto and to meet 
with ANC and SACC officials. They also 
had a rare interview with Justice Gold-

Elections Likely for April '94 

Edited by: Rachae l Kagan 

Hopefully by the time you read 
this, a date for non-racial elections in 
South Africa shall be known. But 
nothing ever goes according to plan 
when it is dependent on the promises 
of the apartheid regime! 

We've launched a campaign to 

make sure that elections are free and 
fair, something which will not be easy 
because of the continuing political 
violence. 

Write or call: Dumisani S. Kumalo, 
ACONAF, 198 Broadway, New York, 
NY 10038, (212) 962-1210. • 
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