
Mn. Chairman 



and-death struggle for liberation in the 1-lSrs being \!aged in Angola and 
in Mozambique, is the most critical problem of human development and 
social justice in the \Iorld today: the existence of the iron-tight, racist 
and repressive pOlice state that vie call South Africa. 

At this late date in the history of such discussions, I feel certain 
that \!e need not describe further the nature of the horror \Jhich is South 
Africa. South Africa, the name itself, has become a synonym for human 
degradation and social repression. 

~~at ought to be the most profoundly important points to discuss in 
regard to South Africa, are our responses to the serious problems she 
poses to the peace of the \·Jorld, and United States policies to counter that 
threat and the nature of the men 'VIe shall depend upon to design and im
plement those policies. 

Sadly, the nomination you have before you as members of the United 
States Senate, is not one uhose public record or political background 
could be trusted \·lith the post as ambassador to Pretoria. 

Although Mr. Hurd \ras President Nixon 1 s campaign manager in Texas 
during the 1968 elections, he has no professional experience in foreign 
affairs. 

Hhile this nominee has become a successful businessman in oil and 
cattle investments, a previous nomination of Mr. Hurd to an ambassadorial 
position, specifically as United States Ambassador to Venezuela had to 
be 1-ri thdraHn last year by the nominee himself after revelations of con
flict of interest, based on some of his oil investments, became known 
to the public. 

The United States Embassy in South Africa is not a training ground 
for perspective diplomats. Pretoria is one of the crisis centers of the 
planet. And there is the pressing need for the Senate to pay closer 
attention to the entire diplomatic posture in South Africa. 

This has been illustrated by the bizarre case of the United States 
naval, attache, Lt. Colonel \!alter Limbach, \/ho 1-1as recently kidnapped 
in Cape Tmm. 

In May, Lt. Colonel Limbach disappeared for 20 hours. ~fuen he re
turned, Ambassador Hilliam Roundtree insisted that he bad been kidnapped. 
The South African police initially denied there had been a kidnapping. 
Hm1ever, there is some evidence that anti-apartheid students in Cape 
Town tried to kidnap the naval officier to hold as a hostage for the 22 
black political leaders jailed 'dthout trial. This account 'Vras printed 
on May 27, 1970, in the Cape Tmm ne\1Spaper, Argus. 

Clearly, this is a serious matter; one that has to be probed. This 
fiasco demonstrates the need for professional diplomatic representation 
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