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I.  

'- June 27, 1979 

Dear Member: 

The Implementation Committee of the Bank Campaign met on June 21st and decided 
that I supply you with more details about the conference to be held in Minnea
polis on July 21 - 22.  

It is undoubtedly very important that a delegate from your group attend this 
meeting. As you will recall, it was decided at the last national meeting in 
Washington D.C. that all groups in the Campaign would collectively be sponsors 
of this conference. Besides, this meeting will also deliberate on a number of 
crucial decisions that will affect the Campaign at a local, regional, national, 
and international level. A wide representation of all groups will be 
beneficial to all of us.  

In addition, the Pank Campaign is beginning to have a decisive impact to 
the banks and even to the South African government. The financial institutions 
are countering with a concerted and well coordinated attack aimed at stalling 
or confusing the issue. It is therefore imperative that we all meet and 
consolidate our strategy.  

At the same time, the gas problem and general inflation has made it much 
harder for people to travel anywhere. Nevertheless, the Bank Campaign has 
adopted the well tried and tested travel pool arrangement that will make it 
possible for a wide representation at the conference at an equalized cost.  
Established groups like Clergy and Laity Concerned have been using the travel 
pool sidthoa for some time and it has worked very well.  

This system means that every group must send one delegate to Minneapolis. This 
person will have to keep a close track of the travelling expenses incurred.  
At the conference, an individual will have the responsibility of collecting 
the delegate's expenses and add them up. These expenses will be divided by 
the number of the delegates and the resulting figure shall be what every 
delegate pays to travel to the meeting. This means that a delegate from 
New York or California or North Carolina or wherever will pay the same cost 
as somebody from Chicago or even Minneapolis.

National Sponsors: American Committee on Africa/Clergy and Laity Concerned/Coordinator: D.S. Kumalo
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We are expecting up to 50 people at the conference from as far as Europe, 
Canada and all over the United States. However, only one person from 
each group may participate in the travel pool. The delegates from 
overseas will not participate in the travel pool.  

Recently the United Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid held 
hearings on the Bank Campaign and Rev. David Haslam from London, Ms Pat 
Baker from Canada, Mr. George Houser from the American Committee on Africa 
and Mr. Tim Smith of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility gave 
testimony. There has already been swift action by this Committee requesting 
the Secretary-General Dr. Kurt Waldheim to look into the banking practices 
of the United Nations itself, including where the multi-million dollar pension 
fund of this international body is banked.  

A call for an international concerted action on banks making loans to South 
Africa was raised by Rev. Haslam during his testimony. I believe that a 
European delegate, possibly Mr. Terry Short, is coming to Minneapolis to 
explore this idea even further, among other things.  

The Agenda at the conference will not be basically reviewing what the groups 
have achieved so far but will be action oriented. In fact, in order to save 
some time, I hope to have a newsletter out before the conference which will 
carry the bulk of whatever actions groups have taken so far.  

There are several issues that need to be addressed at the conference. Among 
them is the new tactics that the banks are employing in continuing to finance 
apartheid on the quiet while publicly voicing abhorrence of the system. The 
military programs of the South African government are still thriving. The 
banks are continuing to refuse Eo finance neighborhobdh that'they have'dee!lared 
financial risks yet the South African government is getting all the loans it 
needs.  

There is no doubt that every group in the Campaign will be bringing its unique 
skills and experiences to Minneapolis that can only benefit everybody. We need 
to evaluate the effectiveness of the withdrawal campaign drives and find ways 
of strengthening them. Most of the banks are using the pension funds for loans 
to South Africa and such funds may belong even to some of the groups that we 
are associated with, like the churches.  

A number of questions are begging to be answered at the conference. Such 
questions as where the pension funds of many institutions are kept? How can 
a local group double-check a bank that claims to be not making loans to South 
Africa? Many of the banks are evading this issue by being involved in trade 
related financing of para-statals in South Africa. Others are into what 
is known as correspondent banking relationships. This is a system whereby an 
American Bank makes loans, to a South African bank such as Volkskas, a govern
ment created institution, without asking where such loans may end up. The 
South African bank may re-loan that money to the police or military or whatever 
without the American bank knowing anything.
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How should we arrange the national and international days of action? 
Is the present structure of the Bank Campaign satisfactory? How is 
the Implementation Committee functioning? How is the coordinator doing? 

These are all the kinds of questions that need to be addressed in Minneapolis 
and they can be treated very successfully if your delegate is there to give 
the input. The Implementation Committee has decided that the Campaign needs 
a new brochure that will update our struggle. However, it was felt that I 
bring two "dummies" to Minneapolis so that every region may have a say in 
what kind of brochure will have the most impact.  

For your own convenience, I am enclosing a stamped self-addressed postcard 
that you should immediately mail back to me indicating whether you or a 
delegate is coming to Minneapolis. If you choose, please phone me any day 
after 9:30 EDT. PLEASE TREAT THIS MATTER WITH THE UTMOST URGENCY BECAUSE 
WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF TYING THE LOOSE ENDS ON THE CONFERENCE.  

Judging by the interest that has already been expressed by the many groups 
about this conference, I am quite certain that this will be a great 
experience for us all. Please do encourage other people from your group 
to attend the meeting but remember that only one delegate may be part of 
the travelling pool.  

There will be a few organizations that are potential sponsors like the 
newly-formed Lutheran Coalition on Southern Africa that t'fLl be sending 
observers to the conference. They come from the regions in which the 
Campaign is represented. It would be very nice if they could meet with 
the delegates from their own areas at the conference.  

I hope to see you in Minneapolis on July 21st. In the meantime, please mail 
the postcard as soon as possible.  

Yours truly, 

Dumisani S. Kumalo 
Coordinator


