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Mr. Chairman, members of this committee, I want to thank you 
for inviting me to testify before you today. I have just returned 
from South Africa and I believe that South Africa is going 
through its deadliest period so far, and at the same time its 
most exciting. And whatever support the United States will give 
at this time, whether it be political or economic, it will 
certainly go a long way towards helping the people of South 
Africa create a democratic society of their own choosing.  

I am the Projects Director of the American Committee on 
Africa which was founded in 1953 with a mission to support the 
end of colonial rule on the African continent. Forty years later, 
we are witnessing the slow, bloody and difficult transition 
towards democracy in South Africa which will hopefully bring an 
end to apartheid, one the most cruel and evil systems of this 
century.  

Sixteen years ago when I fled the apartheid government and 
came to live in the United States as an exile, my mission- was to 
do everything I could to organize a movement against apartheid in 
this country. On behalf of the American Committee on Africa, I 
immediately began traveling to all 50 states testifying before 
city, county and state governments. I organized churches, unions, 
colleges and other grassroots organizations into a movement that 
became responsible for the passage of state and local sanctions 
in nearly 30 states and more than 100 cities. Similar 
restrictions were adopted by more than 100 colleges and 
universities. And now that Nelson Mandela has called for the 
lifting of these economic sanctions, we at the American Committee 
on Africa are eager to have these sanctions lifted.  

On the day Mr. Mandela called for the lifting of sanctions, 
our sister organization, The Africa Fund, released a support 
statement signed by more than 40 national leaders, including 
elected officials. As we move to get all sanctions lifted, we 
would like to remind everyone that many individuals, institutions 
and other entities that adopted these restrictions, did so for at 
least two reasons. One was to destroy apartheid. The other was to 
help transform the lives and conditions of those who suffered 
under this system for over four decades. In other words, many 
people who supported sanctions would like to see American 
companies go back to South Africa not only to engage in "business 
as usual," but also to try to help address the legacy of 
apartheid. Let me emphasize that none of us here want to dictate 
to those in South Africa how this legacy should be addressed. The 
people of South Africa will do that for themselves. We can only 
support them. But we strongly urge that U.S. policy be shaped to 
deal with this legacy.
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Mr. Chairman, six years ago I had the pleasure and the honor 
to take an oath of citizenship of the United States before a 
federal judge in Brooklyn. For me this represented my deep 
personal expression of commitment to democracy. It is for this 
reason that I am often frustrated by our own U.S. State 
Department when it fails to stand up and be vocal about support 
for democracy in South Africa. No one is asking that the U.S.  
take sides in South Africa by supporting one party against the 
other. We are asking that the U.S. stand up and be heard publicly 
about unequivocal support for a fully democratic process and 
conclusion. In other words, the U.S. cannot be silent, or protest 
behind closed doors, when Chief Gatsha Buthelezi and his Inkatha 
Freedom Party are trying to bar democracy from coming to South 
Africa by acting as a spoilers in the ongoing negotiations.  
Democracy is too precious to be threatened by one party or one 
individual. Those who support and defend democracy have a duty to 
remain steadfast and courageous enough to stand and be counted at 
every turn of this process.  

Whenever I exercise my vote in a New York city or state 
election, or voice my choice for our President, I am always 
conscious that my father who so loved and supported Nelson 
Mandela died without any hope that he might ever get to exercise 
that right in his life time. Nelson Mandela cannot vote for 
himself even today. One of the exciting things is that this may 
change come April 27. I returned from my last trip to South 
Africa convinced that people will come out in surprising numbers 
to vote when the elections are held. But they feel very 
threatened by the violence which seems very unlikely to stop 
before the elections. There is no doubt that the violence in 
South Africa is linked directly to subverting the progress 
towards democracy. Here are three examples: 

(i) Since July when the April 27 election date was set, 
nearly 1,000 black people have died in political violence in 
South Africa.  

(iii) On the day the Transitional Executive Council bill was 
passed by the Multi-Party Negotiating Forum, unknown gunmen shot 
and killed 21 people at a taxi stand.  

(iii) On the day that the South African Parliament voted in 
support of the same bill, violence claimed 14 more lives. And so 
it continues.  

An even greater danger for South Africa as a whole and in 
particular the pending elections, is the unwillingness of the 
government of State President F.W. de Klerk to combat the 
violence. The political death rate which has risen to as high as 
18 people per day, does not seem to move the Pretoria regime into 
doing something about these killings. Putting the blame for the
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violence only on the African National Congress and Inkatha 
Freedom Party is misleading because the overwhelming number of 
people who die are murdered at random and without any regard to 
their political affiliations. This is evidence of the existence 
of the Third Force which has been proven to involve members of 
the security forces.  

In conclusion, we would suggest that immediately: 

*** The United States government must stop dealing with the 
de Klerk regime and publicly recognize and respect the reality of 
the Transitional Executive Council (TEC) as soon as it is in 
place. The creation of the TEC is a hopeful first step towards 
truly democratic government structures in South Africa.  

*** United States funds must be used to strengthen 
organizations and groups that will become the guarantors of 
democracy in South Africa.  

Mr. Chairman, we would gladly submit a detailed policy 
statement later. Right now, it is clear that the transition to 
democracy in South Africa is in peril. We urge you and the 
Congress to continue to fight for it.  

Thank you.


