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Nelson Mandela's call for the lifting of sanctions at the 

United Nations represents an important achievement in the 

struggle for democratic South Africa. For all of us who have 

worked these many years to support the struggle against 

apartheid, the announcement of a date for South Africa's first 

election and the establishment of a Transitional Executive 

Council represent welcome milestones on the road to a democratic, 

non-racial, non-sexist South Africa. New York City can be 

especially proud of its long history of supporting the struggle 

for freedom.  

But it is important to emphasize that there is still a long 

and uncertain road ahead, both to ensure that the elections are 

free and fair and in overcoming the terrible legacy of apartheid.  

It is these tasks that are now at the top of the agenda of the 

African National Congress, the Congress of South African Trade 

Unions, the South African Council of Churches and other civic 

organizations inside South Africa.  

For this reason I believe it is important that the draft 

bill to repeal sanctions looks to the future by going beyond its 

current language which states:

Supporting African freedom and independence since 1953 • Established The Africa Fund. 1966



"The City urges the business community to respond to calls 
from the new leadership of South Africa for help in building 
a new democratic South Africa. It is incumbent upon 
corporations to engage in responsible investment, conducting 
business in South Africa in a manner that comports with the 
laws established by the new government, and any code of 
corporate citizenship which the new South African government 
may define for itself." 

The City needs to remain engaged in a process which ensures 

that future U.S. economic involvement in South Africa is guided 

by more than immediate, narrowly defined individual corporate 

interests. New York City must provide leadership in developing 

and making operational a policy in the broad interests of its own 

citizens and the majority of South Africa's citizens, who have 

until now been entirely kept out of the political, economic or 

social system, except as producers of benefits for others.  

We urge the City to commit itself to engaging in an ongoing 

process of helping to ensure that its own, and indeed all, U.S.  

economic involvement with South Africa, public or private, be 

examined through the lens of social responsibility. Without 

engaging in a new set of sanctions, the City can and should use 

its considerable economic power to ensure that ongoing and new 

economic engagement in South Africa actively addresses the legacy 

of apartheid.  

This is in line with a statement welcoming the call for the 

lifting of sanctions signed by more that 40 U.S. leaders, 

including Mayor David N. Dinkins and coordinated by our sister 

organization, The Africa Fund, which states "This will not bring 

an end to our concern for the people of South Africa. Apartheid 

will leave a terrible and bitter legacy. We believe that 

Americans can contribute to overcoming that legacy. As sanctions



are lifted we will urge corporations to uphold the standards set 

by the democratic forces in South Africa for socially responsible 

investment that will promote equal opportunity, workers' rights, 

environmental protection and community development." 

I have attached a copy of the statement and list of signers 

as well as the position on the lifting of sanctions adopted by 

the U.S. Conference of Mayors last June.  

The churches, through the South African Council of Churches, 

the ANC, and COSATU, the major trade union federation, have all 

spelled out simple sets of principles which can serve as 

guidelines. We urge that at the very minimum New York City would 

adopt as its policy the commitment that whenever funds are to be 

deposited or invested in financial institutions or companies 

doing business in South Africa, the City make reasonable efforts 

to place such deposits and investments in institutions and 

companies that adhere in their practice to such principles. In 

the final analysis, the City should at least urge all companies 

and institutions active in South Africa, with which it does 

business, to themselves adhere to such principles.  

Further, we would urge the City to actively develop a 

program of expanded training - both formal and informal 

whereby the enormous experience of New York City workers be 

applied to rebuilding cities in South Africa.  

We hope that New York City will move swiftly to lift its 

sanctions. The American Committee on Africa hopes that New York 

City will now take the lead in supporting efforts to overcome the 

legacy of apartheid and help ensure that all South Africans enjoy



the fruits of democracy. We will be happy to work with you in 

developing such program.


