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Statement of Jennifer Davis. Executive Director. American 
Committee on Africa to House Foreign Affairs Committee on 
Congressional attempts to void local sanctions ordinances through 
Federal action.  

The American Committee on Africa urges the members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee to refrain from supporting the 
action proposed by Representative Torricelli which would, in 
effect, supercede or preempt all state and local laws on South 
Africa.  

Ironically this initiative, designed apparently to ensure, 
the immediate lifting of all local sanctions against South 
Africa, proposes to use the same tactic originally devised by 
strong enemies of sanctions who sought by Federal fiat to block 
the very effective action being taken against apartheid, at the 
state and local level.  

Nelson Mandela and other South African leaders of the 
struggle for democracy have in recent days repeatedly thariked the-
Americans he characterizes as valuable friends, who worked *a- the
local level to ensure the demise of apartheid by their successful 
imposition of sanctions. President Mandela has now urged these 
forces to lift their sanctions, in recognition of the progress 
being made in South Africa, and the urgent needs which he 
confronts as he seeks to lead his people toward establishing a 
new democracy.  

There is every reason to believe that these long time 
opponents of apartheid and racism will respond swiftly to 
Mandela's call. There is no evidence that the action proposed by 
Representative Torricelli will be anything but counter
productive, delaying local action to lift sanctions by raising 
the specter of unwarranted interferance with 
local rights, and in particular the right to use publicly held 
resources in ways state and municipal governments see fit.  

In 1986 the Republican Administration and some Senate 
allies sought to use similar tactics to strike down all state 
and local efforts to enact anti-apartheid laws, claiming that 
"foreign policy is the domain of the National Government." 

In fact the local initiatives, strongly supported 
by an aroused public, Republican and Democrat alike, from
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Nebraska, to Alaska and Massachusetts, were the product of 
states, counties and cities exercising their indisputable 
authority to determine how their funds are to be invested and 
exoended.  

To nullify these rights, on the basis that such action is 
necessary to lift sanctions could set dangerously bad public 
policy, legally, politically and morally. New York City acted 
within hours of President Mandela's call to set is motion the 
lifting of all its restrictions affecting its relationships with 
companies and banks doing business in South Africa. Similar 
legislation has already been introduced in several states and 
cities, including Massachusetts and Washington D.C.  

We have worked closely with the forces that built a 
powerful movement to bring down apartheid by ending its access to 
U.S. dollars. We believe those forces will continue to work 
closely with the democratic forces in South Africa, responding to 
the call to lift sanctions and then moving on to respond to 
President Mandela's urgent call for a broad range of assistance 
to address the terrible legacy of apartheid. No useful purpose 
will be served by interfering with the completion of this process 
by the cities, states and counties who acted with such 
determination to achieve the goal which Nelson Mandela says is 
now in sight - the end of apartheid, the birth of a democratic 
South Africa.
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