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SOUTH AFRICA ELECTION WATCH 
COUNTDOWN TO DEMOCRACY 

MARCH lS -- FORTY DAYS TO DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

In a dramatic turn of events, chief Lucas Mangope, ruler 
of the apartheid homeland of Bophuthatswana was forced to flee 
the capital of Mmabatho in the face of a popular uprising.  
Mangope, one of the three key players in the anti-election camps, 
along with KwaZulu bantustan Chief Buthelezi and white separatist 
group Afrikaner Volksfront, had refused to open his homeland to 
South Africa's first general elections slated for April 26th 
28th. Mangope, now under house arrest since his return to the 
capital, conceded to the people's demand for Bophuthatswana 
participation in the elections, and the lifting of the ban 
against ANC and other democratic organizations.  

The crisis in Bophuthatswana has dealt a blow to the right 
wing alliances, the main obstacles to a free and democratic 
election process. But Buthelezi continues to reiterate his 
hardline demands for secession. Although the fall of chief 
Mangope has weakened and isolated Buthelezi's position the 
assaults and murder of ANC supporters and officials continue.  

Another participant of the right wing alliance, the white 
separatist group Afrikaner Volksfront, suffered a serious defeat 
when they attempted to intervene in the Bophuthatswana unrest.  
Three of its armed supporters were killed by members of Mangope's 
police force who had joined the popular uprising.  

Despite these recent dramatic events the danger of boycott 
and massive violence remains high.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO 

CONTINUE YOUR CANDLE LIGHT VIGIL. We have requested all RAN 
congregations to commence a prayer vigil with a candle ceremony 
representing each Sunday or day as a symbolic countdown to the 
election date.  

HONOR SHARPEVILLE DAY THIS MARCH 21 by having your city, county 
and state government pass Election Watch resolutions based on the 
Countdown To Democracy petitions.  

SEND IN YOUR CONGREGATION'S MANDELA/ANC SPECIAL OFFERING. Money 
is desperately needed for ANC's electioneering efforts. The 
successful uprising in Bophuthatswana has added over one million 
Black South Africans to the anticipated 18 million who are being 
target by ANC voters education project.  

KEEP THE PRESSURE ON--FOR FREE ELECTIONS AND A FREE SOUTH AFRICA!
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The people of 'Bop' 
turn backs on a loser 
Patti Waldmeir reports from Mmabatho on 
the revolt against a homeland president
"When we got our 
independence we were told we 
were being liberated from 
apartheid, only to find we were 
coming into a greater apart
heid," says Mrs Pinkie Tsikwe, 
trying to explain the revolt of 
the normally docile inhabit.  
ants of the nominally indepen
dent black "homeland" of 
Bophuthatswana against their 
President. Lucas Mangope.  

"Being oppressed by a black 
man is worse than being 
oppressed by a white man," 
she says, sitting at the lace
covered dining room table of 
her tasteful three-bedroomed 
brick home in the capital Mma
batho. It is only a few hundred 
yards from the scene where, 
only hours later, a large part 
if not all - of the Bophuthat
swana police force revolted 
against Mr Mangope and joined 
anti-government demonstra
tors.  

Mrs T ikwe, whose husband 
s one of the striking civil ser

vants who paralysed the gov
ernment of this apartheid 
homeland, insists that the pro
tests are not politicaL What
ever the public demands of, 
civil servants or university stu
dents.- chief. among these is 
that .'Bop",!i it, itw widely 
known, should be re-incorpo
rated into South Africa- the 
real problem is that the people 
of Bophuthatswana -have just 
had enough of the President".  

Even the civil servants' 
strike, launched over the issue 
of whether government 
employees' pension funds are 
being raided to fund normal 
government expenditure and 
since recasts a protest at Mr 
Mangope's refusal to re-incor.  
porate, is not political, she 
argues.  

"It isn't the pensions, it Is't 
the politics, it's money," she 
insists, adding that ministers 
awarded themselves a 50 per 
cent pay rise while normal 
civil serants received only 5 
per cent.  

When mutinying police pres
ented a petition to the govern
ment late yesterday afternoon.  
they too mentioned, money., 
conditions of service and hous
ing, though their chief demand 
was that the police "should not 
be used by any political party,

especially the Christian Demo
crat party (of President Man
gope), as political tools". They, 
too, want out of politics.  

What she does not say, but 
what. civil servants' leaders 
hint at, is that the inhabitants 
of Bophuthatswana have 
smelled blood: they know that 
Pretoria no longer supports Mr 
Mangope (it once rescued him 
from a military coup in 1988, 
but relations have since 
soured) and they know that the 
African National Congress is 
set to win a big election vic
tory in the rest of South Africa.  

Under those circumstances, 
Bop's inhabitants seem

Magop: deserted 

inclined to be pragmatic. They 
will follow the most basic rule 
of politica in Africa: support a 
winner. And Mr Mangope has 
all the hallmarks of a loser., 

Judged in terms of economic 
development, this would be an 
unfair verdict on his 17-year 
rule. For Bop, a nation of 2m 
Tswana people that gained
nominal independence from 
Pretoria in 19,7, has more to 
lose economically from re-in
corporation than any other 
homeland. Economic growth in 
recent years has exceeded that 
in most independent African 
countries, and certainly- has 
bettered that in South AftIca 
proper Education, housing and 
health care are all arguably 
better in Bop.  

Still, it looks like the end of 
the line for President Mangope.  
It was unclear last night 
whether he had been toppled 
from power: but without the

support of the majority of 
police, it seems unlikely that 
he can hold out against the 
demand for re-incorporation 
and for Bop's citizens to partic
ipate in South Africa's elec
tions.  

Perhaps he never had a 
chance of resisting. Govern
ment sources made clear that 
Pretoria would intervene mili
tarly if "South African nation
als" - in practice, that meant 
whites - were threatened (sec
onded officials from South 
Africa hold senior jobs in the 
civil service and several white 
motorists have already had 
narrow escapes from the angry 
mob).  

Units of the South African 
Defence Force have carried out 
highly visible manoeuvres on 
Bophuthatswana's border. And 
the Bophuthatswana Defence 
Force has not been loyal; Bop 
soldiers regularly responded in 
kind when greeted with the 
black power salute of the ANC, 
and took little part in. putting 
down unrest.  

Even most of the police, the 
bastion of President Mangope's 
support, appeared to give in 
with strikingly little resis
tance.. After negotiating %tth 
students on the University of 
Bophuthatswana campus, they 
emerged to present a petition 
entitled *Police for Peace" to 
the South African ambassador, 
and later embraced demonstra
-tors in emotional scenes of sur
render 

Their revolt is a propaganda 
coup to the ANC, which has 
skilfully manipulated the pro
test to look like a massive vote 
of support for the ANC.  
• The apparent demise of Bop 

would inevitably raise hopes.  
among some ANC leaders that 
the much stronger, meaner 
and more determined regime of 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
can be similarly toppled. This 
seems unlikely: civil servants 
in his; KwaZulu homeland are 
both more committed to the 
ruling party, Inkatha, and 
more fearfal of brutal reprisal, 
than their Bop counterparts.  

The ANC would do well to 
remember that KwaZuu is not 
Bop; if they do not, the conse
quence could be vastly worse 
violence.
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WORLD NEWS 
Whites 
Split in 
S. Mrica

By Paul Taylor 
wu PsefnAFMuW 

MMABATHO, South Africa, March 12
South African armed force restored civil or
der to the strife black "homelam of Bo
phuthatswara today and cleaned out the last 
remnants of more than 2,000 white right
wing commandos who had stormed to this 
capital city to prop up its leader.  

In the aftermath of the failed right-wing 
operation, political leaders of the white mili
tant group broke into separate factions today 
and the rest of the country braced for more 
trouble from extremists who now seem more 
isolated than ever.  

The South African troops-sent by Preto
ria in return for a pledge from Bophuthat
swanan President Lucas Mangope that his 
homeland would participate in South Africa's 
first democratic election next month
brought an end to most of the looting in this 
tribal territory.  

The past five days of civil unrest in Bophu
thatswana over the election issue claimed 
the lives of an estimated 60 people and left 
scores wounded, although no official figures 
are available.  

With South African paratroops and infan
try battalions now in control of the streets, 
Mangope was effectively stripped of his pow
ers. Between now and the election April 
26-28, the homeland will be ruled by an in
terim government installed by South Africa's 
multi-party Transitional Executive Council, 
which shares some of the powers of South 
Africa's outgoing, white-minority govern
ment.  
After South Africa's first all-races elec

tion, Bophuthatswana will cease to exist.  
Like the other nine black homelands created 
under the country's apartheid system of ra
cial separation, it will become part of a re
united nation-presumably under black 
rule--and its borders will disappear.  

To dramatize the dawn of free political ac
tivity here, African National Congress parlia
mentary candidate Winnle Mandela and ANC 
regional premier candidate Popo Molefe held 
a rally tonight; on Monday, ANC President 
Nelson Mandela will arrive. Before today, 
Mangope and his security forces banned the

South Aftion treps restored order to most of 
of sporadic violence. Above, a youth runs pasti 

ANC from conducting all public forms of po
litical activity.  

But if the situation in Bophuthatswana has 
begun to normalize, the week-long crisis has 
left the rest of South Africa bracing for more 
trouble from the country's militant white 
right-wing finge.  

South Africa's hard-line white right con
sists of an estimated 50,000 to 100,000 
commandos who take a "kill or die" attitude 
toward the coming of black-majority rule.  
Heavily armed, well trained but compara
tively weak in numbers, their most effective 
weapons are terrorism and sabotage. As the 
election approaches, they have been spoiling 
for some kind of confrontation, and when 
their presumed ally Mangope appeared on 
the verge of being toppled by looting youths, 
they decided to move in.  

The mobilization of the right-wingers was 
impressive. On less than 24 hours notice, 
they were able to move a convoy of more 
than 400 cars and trucks full of heavily 
armed commandos into Mmabatho city.  
They occupied the military air base on the 
outskirts of the city, with the approval of the 
head of the Bophuthatswana Defense Force.  

For the first few hours, the commandos 
were in control of the streets. But divisions 
quicldy developed between the 'hard-line" 
militants-led by white supremacist Eugene 
Terre'Blanche-and the "moderate" mili
tants-led by former South African army 
general Constand Viljoen. The Ter
re'Blanche forces are believed to have been 
responsibly for the trsve-by .hpotings of up

StthatAswena, but them worn still reprts 
a biuming car in the capital, Mmabatho.  

to nine civilians, while the Vjoen faction 
wanted a more defensive mobilization that 
protected property and government institu
tions.  

No sooner had the white right-wingers ar
rived than Mangope began negotiating with 
the South African armed forces. In return for 
troops being deployed to restore order, Man
gope abandoned his election boycott and 
agreed that the right-wingers would leave.  

This defeat was followed by an even bigger 
blow to the right-wing cause. On their way out 
of town, four commandos were killed, two ex
ecution-style, by Bophuthatswanan police and 
security forces-the very people they had 
come to protect. Like many Bophuthatswanan 
residents, elements of the securities forces 
apparently were alarmed by the looting and 
the anarchy but perhaps even more horrified 
by the prospect of being "saved" by white rac
ists.  

While the white right wing mourns its mar
tyrs and prepares for some form of retaliation, 
it now faces a new problem. Just before mid
night Friday, Viljoen registered a new party
the Freedom Front-to compete in the elec
tion. He has long wanted to use the election 
campaign to show there is sizable support 
among whites for the creation of a separate 
Afrikaner natiom. Other right-wingers say par
ticipating in the election is a mistake because 
it will only help legitimize the all but certain 
result-electing Mandela as South Africa's 
.new president.



SOUTHERN AFRICA CHURCH NEWS

CHURCH LEADERS DESPAIR OF THE BUTHELEZI FACTOR 

March 8, 1994: 

Church officials say the threat of mass violence by Zulu homeland 
leader Chief Mangosutho Duthelezi and his allies, the white racist 
Afrikaner Volksfront and the Black homeland government of 
Dophuthatswana, is the major obstacle to free and fair elections in 
South Africa this April.  

In an increasing mood of despair, church and human rights leaders 
are questioning how South Africa can avert open civil war when these 
three remnants of apartheid, backed by their formidably equipped 
armies, refuse to subject themselves to the democratic process.  

In KwaZulu and Natal the situation is especially tense. Church 
workers, who asked not to be named, say people cannot talk about 
politics unless they know the views of the person with whom they are 
speaking. "ro say the right thing to the wrong person might lead to an 
instant beating, even death," said one Zulu church field worker.  
During the past weeks, two mass killings of ANC followers have been 

carried out by persons identified with Chief Buthelezi's Inkatha 
Freedom ParLy. On February 19, 14 ANC voter-education volunteers were 
murdered while asleep near Creighton in southern Natal. They were all 
teenagers. Three local Inkatha leaders have been arrested. On Sunday, 
March 6, eleven ANC supporters were killed in their village near 
Durban, the largest city in the province. Again, Inkatha is 
implicated.  
Some prominent clergy have moved their families out of black 

townships because they fear they will be targets of the 
anti-democratic violence. Human rights workers and lawyers speak of 
recurring telephone death threats. One pastor, chairman of a local 
committee of the National Peace Accord (set up to curb the political 
violence), says they are only mediate about 10% of the political 
confrontations. "We do what we can, but if the parties do not want 
peace, what else can we do"? 

That question haunts all of Natal, where about one-third of the land 
was set aside by apartheid as a "self-governing" homeland for Zulus.  
Democracy was to be the answer to years of tension between Zulus 
supportlng the African National Congress and those backing Inkatha.  
Finally, the Zulus, along with the rest of South Africa, would be able 
to democratically choose those who would govern then.  

But Chief Buthelezi, feted in London and Washington during the 
Thatcher Reagan years for his stance against sanctions, is less than 
eager to support the democratic process. Under apartheid, he has had 
unchallenged control of KwaZulu since 1977 and his police have 
ruthlessly enforced one-party rule. while he claims to have the 
backing of the Zulu nation, all recent polls indicate he does not have 
the support of the majority of Zulus in Natal, nor will he receive 
more than 5% of the nationwide vote.  

So, upon pain of civil war, he has demanded a constitution that 
gives virtual independence to "his" Zulu nation. Buthelezi knows that 
if he controls the elections in KwaZulu, he can engineer the vote and



Inkatha will stay in power. The South African government and the ANC 
have agreed to Buthelezi's demand for international mediation, but 
Inkatha says it will not participate in the vote unless all its 
demands are met.  
The danger of violence is such that many fear being quoted saying 

anything against Chief Buthelezi or Inkatha. One journalist has 
repeatedly been told by church workers in rural Natal that if they 
speak the truth about Inkatha's violence, they, their families or 
their congregations will be at risk of execution.  
This fear seems justified. Individual attacks on clergy and church 

workers by armed hit squads have resulted in deaths or lung stays in 
hospital. Where Inkatha suspects have been caught, collusion between 
the South African Police, KwaZulu police and Inkatha has usually 
resulted in destruction of evidence or other cover-up methods.  

The refusal of Buthelezi and his Inkatha party to participate in 
elections means that any black person who votes in Natal will 
automatically be assumed to be pro-ANC and obvious targets for Inkatha 
retribution. If elections results are announced without Inkatha 
participation open warfare against ANC villages is expected.  

Human rights observers report Inkatha has been distributing 
thousands of automatic weapons to its supporters and training groups 
in assassination tactics at a secret camp in Umfolozi Game Reserve.  
Police informants say a number of recent successful and attempted mass 
murders have been executed by graduates of Umfolozi. On March 3, 1,400 
men from Umfoloz. were paraded before press and international 
television us trained and armed Inkatha "election monitors".  
With Natal Province close to civil war, the Anglican Bishop of 

Natal, Michael Nuttal, has asked Christians around the world to pray 
for an end to the violence and for participation of all parties in the 
elections. Unless the situation changes drastically, "we are facing 
an extremely difficult and violent period," he said. (SACN) 

Buthelezi parades his devotion to Anglicanism openly, signing 
letters to clergy as "yours in Christ." Archbishop Desmond Tutu has 
had three meetings with the Chief to urge him to stop the violence and 
allow the democratic process to go forward. Church leaders in Natal 
wrote Buthelezi in December urging him to participate in the 
democratic process. The chief's response was unhelpful.  

Articles from Southern Africa Church News may be used without fee and 
edited to meet your publications requirements as long as the meaning 
of the content is not changed. Credit should be given to SACN.  
Southern Africa Church News is an ecumenical news agency working 
closely with church and human rights groups in the region. For futhern 
information call Rev John Evenson, 44 81 758 9110.

Revised version


