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Jennifer Davis, Eecutive Diecto, 

"I came to Harlem to pay tribute to all the churcher " "con ni.ee on Afncoc 

throughout the U.S., especially African-American churches, which 
for years supported our freedom struggle in South Africa. Now 
that we are free, it is important we never forget those who stood 
with us for many years," said President Mandela.  

Enclosed is the transcript of President Mandela's words 
spoken from the pulpit at Canaan. Feel free to reproduce them for 
members of your congregation.  

President Mandela was followed to the pulpit by Reverend 
Jesse Jackson who gave a moving reply to those who questioned why 
President Mandela chose to worship at Canaan. It is one of the 
best impromptu sermons by Rev. Jackson and the transcript is also 
enclosed.  

Last June President Clinton hosted a White House Conference 
on Africa, and Jennifer Davis, Executive Director of the American 
Committee on Africa, was among a select group of 1,000 invited 
experts. Among the speakers at the conference was Salim A. Salim, 
Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity, based in 
Ethiopia.  

Long a powerful voice for freedom, Salim Salim presented a 
view of Africa dominated not by despair but by well reasoned 
hope, because he sees many signs that African countries are 
addressing vital issues. He urged all of us who supported the 
struggle for democracy in South Africa to help Africa fight 
poverty and under-development.  

We urge you to read Salim's speech and distribute copies to 
your congregation and colleagues. Additional copies can be 
ordered from the Africa Fund by calling 212-962-1210.  

Thank you for your continued support of the Religious Action 
Network.  

Peace, 

Duiisani S. Kumalo 
Projects Director
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Remarks at Canaan Baptist Church or Christ Amrican Catn.nee an Africa 

Harlem, New York 
Sunday, October 2, 1994.  

PASTOR WALKER: When Mr. Mandela arrived, I tried as best I could 
with the help of our Chief of Protocol, Dumisani Kumalo, I greeted him in 
Zulu, which is a large family, and now as I present him to you I want to 
present him in his own language which is Xhosa. Mola weni nydiyani 
Yesu Crestu (I welcome you in the name of Jesus Christ).... the President 
of South Africa.  

PRESIDENT MANDELA: Thank you.  
I have to take you into confidence about some of the experiences I 

have had. When I was in prison, I used to get a certain type of bread 
which I believed would strengthen one's jaws and one's teeth and also it 
had a lot of fiber. But one morning I got a bread which was very soft and 
which was without crust and I then asked for an explanation and the warder 
said, "Well the bread they have been giving you is not good for an old man 
and we thought we should give you bread which is suitable for an old 
man." And I said "You take this bread away now and I will not eat any of 
your food until I have that bread".  

Well they were very generous and brought it back within about 

thirty minutes.
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But when I came out of jail, I had a meeting with a head of state 
and after discussing some affairs of state, he said to his entourage "Will 
you please leave. I want to remain alone with the old man". They left and 
he then produced two containers and he says "I want to give you this one.  
This one is going to strengthen you and to make you look young. And this 
other one is dye for your hair. When you use this other container - the 
contents of the other container - you must coordinate it with this dye 
because you look really young"! I was furious because although I want to 
retain my grey hair, I don't want to be treated like an old man.  

But he was a head of state, I couldn't say - I couldn't express my 
views and I thanked him very politely.  

But now when I came here today. Pastor Walker was very 
generous and he said to me, "Please sit down". I said to him, "as long as 
the congregation is on its feet, I will also remain on my feet". He insisted, 
but I also persisted and said "I will stand on my feet". I didn't want to 
say to him that I always resented to be treated like an old man and at the 
same time I was keen not to address the issue. I didn't want him to say " 
Well, leave my congregation". But I must warn him, that I will not be so 
kind to him next time if he treats me like an old man.  

It is, I regard it as good fortune, that my first important 
engagement in this country should be here in the Canaan Baptist Church.  
Here in the United States, my delegation and I have been welcomed very 
warmly.  

Last year, I came to raise the resources for our campaign, because 
we could not fight and succeed in that campaign until we had enough

Transcription Page No.2



resources. There were two kinds, two categories of people who responded 
very positively to my appeal. Some were very powerful people. But they 
were not prepared to provide those resources unless they would get tax 
exemption from the Receiver of Revenue. Their capacity to assist was 
limited to their own self interest. But there was another category of people 
who were not guided by any selfish interest, who looked at the policies of 
the organization I represent and who said "here are the resources that will 
aid your campaign'.' and the Canaan Baptist Church was in the forefront of 
those who felt it was their duty to present us with those resources.  

It is easy to forget your former friends when you are raised to a 
position of power, glory and authority. It is easy now to cultivate new 
friends. I sincerely hope that the African National Congress will never 
yield to that sin, will never commit that crime. Those people who stood 
with us when we were all alone, will ever remain our friends, our allies, 
and the Canaan Baptist Church is one of our greatest allies.  

The real battle in South Africa has just begun; the fight against 
poverty, against disease, against joblessness, against homelessness, against 
the absence of health facilities,, the question of electricity and running 
water. That is the battle we are now preparing to fight and we want our 
friends to be involved in that fight because the first battle that we've won 
was as much our victory as it was yours and the battle to better the lives of 
others, is also your battle.  

I have no doubt that the Afro Americans have not forgotten that 
their roots are in the continent of Africa. They don't shout about this.  
They do certain things which makes us realize that they are motivated about 
the fact that their roots are in the continent of Africa and I feel here that I
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can identify because although I love human beings throughout the world, 
irrespective of the ethnic group to which they belong, and although in our 
country we have succeeded in uniting all the people of South Africa, 

nevertheless, a person has got a particular place which he regards as his 
home. I have that home somewhere in South Africa, but I can't help 
feeling that here amongst my own people I've got my second home.  

It is in that spirit, that I'm here and I'm very happy indeed that 
amongst the people who are here apart from Pastor Walker, there is my old 
friend Jesse, my old friend Dave, Mayor Dinkins. These are the men and 
others who are not here, when I come here I go back home like a battery 
that has been charged and I have no doubt that when I depart although 
there will be pain in my heart to I leave you all behind, I will feel like a 
battery that has been charged and that is what .... that is what your warm 
welcome, the music from the choir, it has given me the strength and the 
hope in the future which no other occasion would have given me. I thank 

you very much from the bottom of my heart.  
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PASTOR WALKER: And even though the time is well spent, I think it 
would be a lack of grace if I did not allow the country preacher to say just 
a word to you.  

REV. JACKSON: We give honor and praise to God for being able to 
enable us to celebrate this glorious day.  

As I observed the service today, I wished so much that Dr. King 
had been here. Some writer outside, Pastor Walker, his first question was 
"Why Canaan", which itself shows the cultural jadedness of a homogenous 
white controlled media that only sees us in extreme and eccentric terms.  
and what is our history for them becomes hysteria.  

Why Canaan? How many people alive spent time in a jail cell 
with Martin Luther King, Jr.? Revered Wyatt Walker. Why Canaan? 
One from whose mind the idea of our march in Washington in 1963 came.  
Why Canaan? The most insightful and director of our affairs, according to 
Dr. King's own estimation, was Reverend Wyatt Walker. Why Canaan? 
The place where Johnny Makatini, had he lived, no doubt would have been 
Mr. Mandela's foreign minister, affiliated with this church. Why Canaan? 
In the days when the ANC was banned as a terrorist organization, and 
could not set up an office nor go beyond the U.N. by ten miles, the ANC 
had a home in this place. When the writer who writes today, with 
authority, himself would not come to Harlem or South Africa... why 
Canaan? Because this is a blessed and sacred place, and from this place 
those who now head the government of Namibia, came here too and South 
Africa, came here too, 

I suppose as I close and ..would be this Dr. Walker, because of 
the scars of leadership there's always challenge and undercut for assertive 
leadership. We're rewarded for conceding to mediocrity. We're rewarded



for embracing and submitting to the gravitation of "averageness". Those 
that excel are whipped, if not whipped in line. The most prolific writer of 
our struggle, about our struggle, seventeen books later, is Revered Wyatt 
Walker. Why Canaan? Because the history is here and recorded here.  
Why Canaan? So we're saying that our struggle has unbroken continuity.  
Mandela did not pop up out of a vacuum. He was freed because somebody 
had a movement in Birmingham which led to a movement in Selma. Dr.  
King and Mandela went to jail both in 1963, King's freedom in '63, the 
Voting Rights Act in '65, gave us a Black Caucus that spurred Mandela's 
freedom in 1990. Our struggle has unbroken continuity. God has not 
missed a day since he started making days. All this stuff is connected.  
Why Canaan? This is where he should have been and was. So often on a 
time like this, he'd be in some big temple downtown, totally disconnected 
from his liberation and I'm glad he was sensible enough to acknowledge 
why he was here. He was obligated to be here and it was the right place to 
be at the same time. The right place. You who are with Pastor Walker all 
the time, I know we get comfortable and take our own parents for granted.  
Familiarity breeds a certain contempt, but you must never take for granted 
a prophet in your midst who is known by the fruit he has borne. You 

should give Reverend Wyatt Walker a glorious God blessed round of 
applause. Don't you ever, ever, ever ..don't you ever take him for 
granted. Never, never .... never, never take him for granted. Never, 
neever take him for granted. Never take him for granted.  

I can only say this to you - the struggle continues. It would be an 
act of idolatry to admire Mr. Mandela today and not follow the struggle 
tomorrow. So when some of us leave here today from three to five 
o'clock, we're going to march at the 30th precinct station, 151st and 
Amsterdam. Many of our young brothers and sisters who are now in jail, 
for running drugs were sent there by the police dealing in drugs. Twenty
five percent of the whole precinct is already in jail and they were 
treacherous enough to bust drugs on Tuesdays so they could be eligible to 
testify for the grand jury on Mondays and get overtime pay for being in the 
grand jury testimony and determining who they wanted to send to jail and 
who they wanted to stay out and deal. They are worst than the Klan and 
the Klan covered up their faces with sheets and they were illegal. These 
hid behind badges and they were the essence of the law and every trial they 
ever touched has now been tained. We shall march today from three to 
five in front of that police station and we shall pour disinfectant and 
ammonia on the steps to clean it up and clean it out. The struggle 
continues. Don King don't let them break your spirit. If you look back, 
they might catch up. They're just jealous because you got money and you 
got power and keep on steppin'!

God Bless You.


