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AMERICAN C E ON AFRICA 
164 Madison Aven ue • New Yo 12) 532-3700 • Cable AMCOMMAF 

tebruary 28, 1968 

Dear F'riend: 

There is mounting pressure against the International Olympic 
Committee's decision to readmit South Africa to the 1968 Olympic 
Games. A number of national Olympic Committees have voiced regret 
over the mail vote, which by a narrow margin usherad South Africa 
back into the Games . In more affirmative action the Supreme CQuncil 
for Sport in Africa, comprised of 32 nations, has unanimously en
dorsed a boycott of the Games, and it is predicted that other non
African nations ~ill support this decision. 

In view of these developments , the head of the Italian Olympic 
Committee has asked Mr. Avery Brundage, the American President of 
the I.o.c., to call a special meeting of the Committee in order to 
reconsider the South African issue. Brundage has thus far refused 
to acknowledge the request, but if one third of the I.OaC. members 
cell for e meeting, according to r.o.c . rules, it must be held . 
Although it appeera that the American members of the I.o.c. are in 
f~ll accord with the decision to readmit South Africa , there is 
still a need to pressure them to act responsibly and support a 
reconvening of the Committee . Therefore, write now to Mr . Doug
las Roby, President of the u.s. Olympic Committee, 57 Park Ave . , 
New York, N.Y . 10016 and to Mr . Avery Brundage , c/o The Hotel 
LaSalle, 10 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

Enclosed is a memo on South Africa and the Olympics which 
includes a call to boycott the Games if South Africa is allowed 
to participateo Also note other action suggestions at the end 
of the memo., 

Encl., 

Sincerely, 

A~ kr 11-~~ev 
George M. Houser 
Executive Director 



MElviO NUMBER 2 

American Committee on Africa 
164 Madison Ave. 
New York, New York 10016 

SOUTH AFRICA AND THE. OLYMPICS 

The American Committee on Africa believes that athletes and national Olympic 
Committees should boycott the Olympic Games this year in Mexico City because the 
International Olympia Committee (ICC) voted to allow South Africa to compete. 
In an earlier memorandum, December, 1967, we outlined the nature of South Africa's 
sports policy, and the background of the issue leading to South Africa's suspension 
from the Games in 1964. This memorandum deals with the is·~.;.ue where it presently 
stands since the ICC voted to reinstate South AfricQ. A number of points can be 
made to summarize the case for opposing the readl'llission of South Africa and for 
supporting a boycott: 

l) The text of the resolution adopted by the ICC in Grenoble upon which the IOC 
voted to readmit South Africa following a ballot by mail reads: (underlining ours) 

Having studied the report of the Commission on South Africa, the 
International Olympic Committee NOTES with grave concern that 
rac·ially-discriminatory internal-poliCies ~he South African 
Government prevent the National Olympic Committee_of that country 
from achieving fully the aim~ of the I"O.C. under Fundamental 
Principle I of the Olympic Code. It is, however, ENCOURAGED that positive 
efforts by the South Africa National Olympic Committee (SANOC) have 
resulted in a firm undertaking to impleme~t the proposals announ-ced 
at the r.o.c. Session at Teheran in May 1967 whereby a multi-racial 
team will be selected on merit. It now resolves that the S.A.N.OeC. 
may enter a team which conforms with Fundamental Principle I in the 
Olympic Games in 196e in Mexico and on the understanding that it con
tinues vigorously its efforts~~e all forms of racial discrimina-
tion in amateur sport removed and the I.OoC, will reconsider the 
question by the end of 1970. 

(Reportedly~ the vote on the resolution was 37 in favor, 28 opposed, with 6 
abstentions; Fundamental Principle I in the Olympic Code reads as follows: 

"No discrimination is allowed against any country or person: on grounds 
of race, religion or political affiliation," 

2) The make-up of the Internationel Olympic Committee is relevant. It is not 
composed of representatives of each of the countries which participates in the 
Olympics. Rather, its 72 members consist of individuals nominated by other 
members of the ICC; thus making it a self-perpetuating autonomous governing body 
of the Games. The 72 members represent only 30 countries. For example, Finland 
and the United States have three members on the ICC; and Sweden has two, whiie the 
whole of Africa has only four members. It is o".)vious that if the IOC was composed 
of representatives of various national Olympic Committees, the vote on South 
Afr~ca would probably have been a vastly different one, and, of course, the mem-
bership of the ICC would be more than 120. · 

3) The resolution •••••••• 
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3) The resolution adopted by the IOC notes that the South African National 
Olympic Committee (81\NOC) does not fully achieve the aims of fundamental Principle 
I of the Olympic Code, and,yet, oddly decides that South African can participate in 
these Games. It should be recalleo that South Africa has agreed, under the new sports 
formula, to allow a racially mixed team to represent her in the Olympic Games, but 
only after separate ahd segregated Olympic trials have been held within South Africa. 
It will be a four-way segregation according to race - separate internal competition 
for whites, coloreds, Asians, and Africans. The final selection will be made by a 
multi-racial Committee, with a lihite Chairman, and only athletes affiliated with 
recognized sports associations (i.e. those which accept the apartheid divisions in 
sports) will be eligible for selection. 

4) The resolution passed by the ICC recognizes the pressure which the South 
African government has exerted on the South African National Olympic Committee 
in dictating racial policy. The 25,000 word statement which South Africa submitted 
to the International Olympic Committee presenting South Africa's position was 
signed only by the South African Prime Minister. It is he who has made clear that South 
Africa has gone as far as she is prepared to go in meeting the demands of the ICC. 
And yet, although a basic principle of the Olympic Games is that National Olympic 
Committees should be free from government pressure -(Clause 25: 11National Olympic 
Committees must be completely independent and autonomous and in a position to resist 
all political, religious or commercial pressures. 11

). The I.O.Co resolution is willing 
to bYJ:lass the rule and applaud s.A.N.O.C~ for "positive efforts. 11 

5) The IOC resolution seems to base its readmission of South Africa into the Games 
on the understanding that S.A.N.o.c. 11 continue vigorously its efforts to have all forms 
of racial discrimination in amateur sport removed ••• 11 But the South Africa Govern
ment has made quite clear that she has gone precisely as far as she is prepared to go. 
This was stated quite clearly by no less a personage than B.J. Vorster, the Prime 
Minister of South Africa, who said,that 11 Inside South Africa there would be no mixed 
sporting events and on this point there could be "no compromise, negotiations or 
abandonment of principles." 

6) African Olympic Committees made quite clear some time ago that they would boycott 
the Games in Mexico City if South Africa were premitted to participate without com-

,<pletely integrating her sports policy. On February 26, The Supreme Council for Sports 
in Africa, which represents 32 African nations, announced its endorsement of an 
Olympic Boycott. In addition, the Council called on "all national Olympic Committees 
to support the African countries in the fight against racial discrimination in sport." 

WHAT CAN BE DONE: 

1) Write noW' to American members of the I.O .. C.: Mr. Avery Brundage, President of 
the International Olympic Committee, Hotel LaSalle, 10 North LaSalle st., Chicago, 
Illinois and Mr. Douglas Roby, President, United States Olympic Committee, 57 
.Park Avenue, New· York, New York, pointing out why you or your organization believes the 
I.o.c. has made a mistake and asking for reconsideration of the vote prior to the 
Games in :tvlexico City in October. 

2) Write to the Olympic Organizing Committee of Mexico, Av.Universidade 1330, 
Mexico DeF., Mexico, urging that they take whatever action they can to discourage South 
Africa from participating in the Games, if the I.O.Co does not reconSider its decision. 

3) Urge athletes to join in support of the following declaration by American 
athletes presently determined to boycott the Games if South Africa participates: 

(STATEMENT) •••••• 
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STl\TENEl\1T: I join in supporting a boycott. of the 1968 i':exico City Olympics 
GailleS for the following reasons. 
1. Segregation and discrimination in South African sports have not been changed. 

Although a racially mixed contingent will be sent to the Games, athletes will 
be chosen in segregated trials, and non"whites who do not belong to the appreved 
sports organizations will not be incluQed. 

2. The International Olympic Committee's acceptance of South Africa, in spite of 
continuing racism in South African sports, violates the Olympic Charte~ by contra
vening Principle 1, which bans discrimination, and Clause25which asserts that 
National Olympic Committees must be independent of political pressures. 

3. The Supreme Council for Sport in Africa (representing 32 nations) and other 
nations are boycotting the Games and deserve full support from all American 
athletes. 

It would be particularly important to be in touch with track and field athletes on 
any college campus with which you are in contact. 

/ 

' i 

4) As private citizens inform the Mexican Government Department of Tourism, 
Passeo de la Reforma 45, Mexico, D.F., Mexico, that you will not attend the Olympics 
and spend your tourist dollars there if South .Af'rica participates in the Games. \ 

\ 
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