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Rhodesia Presses Case in U.S. 

Children in a Polisario refugee camp demonstrate their support for Polisario efforts to win indepen
dence for Western Sahara. 

Western Sahara Marks Anniversary 

POLISARIO LEADS STRUGGLE 
By Richard Knight 

At the end of February I visited the 
Democratic Arab Saharawi Repub l ic 
(Western Sahara) to study the military, 
political and refugee situation and to 
represent ACOA at the thi rd anniver
sary celebration of the republic ' s 
proclamation . 

Western Sahara, which used to be 
known as Spanish Sahara, is larger than 
Colorado and rich in phosphates . It is 
bordered by Morocco and Algeria in 
the north, Mauritania in the south, and 
the Atlantic Ocean on the west. 

In 1975, Spain was ready to end its 
nearly 100 years of colonial rule in 

Western Sahara. Morocco and Mauri
tania both laid claim to the area. 

A UN mission sent to determine the 
will of the people found that Polisario 
was the dominant political force in the 
area and that the population opposed 
the claims of Morocco and Mauritania. 
The World Court in an advisory opinion 
also found the Moroccan and Mauri
tanian claims without legal 
justification 

Spain nevertheless divided Western 
Sahara between Morocco and Maur
itania. 

Polisario, a political movement 
which had been fighting against Span-

(continued on page four) 

With the April election of a Rhode
sian government headed by a black but 
committed to uphold a Constitution 
designed to perpetuate white control , 
American concern about the direction 
of US policy toward Rhodesia shifted 
to Capitol Hill. 

There, conservative members of 
Congress immediately began to press 
for a lifting of sanctions against Rho
desia and a recognition of the new re
gime. Such a move was considered to 
have a reasonable chance of success . 

The Rhodesian events, coupled with 
South Africa 's so-far successful efforts 
to scuttle elections in Namibia under 
UN supervision and control , offer little 
hope of a quick resolution on conflicts 
in Rhodesia and Namibia and the 
coming to power of movements long 
engaged in the struggle for independence. 

Fortress mentality 
This view is reinforced by reports 

that South Africa, following unsuccess
fu l efforts to influence· world opinion 
in its favor, has determined to pursue a 
strategy of "fortress southern Africa ." 
This strategy calls for strengthening a 
defense perimeter which includes Rho
desia and Namibia, rather than reach
ing agreement on genuine majority 
rule in those two countries in the hope 
of winning international acceptance 
for South Africa itself. 

One positive result of the Rhodes ian 
"elections" was the opportunity they 
afforded for educating the US public 
and particularly members of Congress 
as to the true facts regarding the Smith 
regime's version of majority rule. 

As outlined in testimony prepared by 
George Houser for Senate Africa Sub
committee hearings and in an analysis 
prepared by ACOA researcher Truman 
Dunn, the " new Constitution " 
guarantees that at least for the next 10 
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Rhodesia 
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years, Rhodesian whites-who make 
up 4% of the population-will contin
ue to control the military, the police, 
and the legal system. 

Moreover, whites will retain power 
to block efforts to alte r any provisions 
of the Constitution. 

Copies of the testimony and the 
analysis were c ircu lated by ACOA to 
key civil rights , labor and church con
tacts to encourage their opposition to 
a proposal put forward by Senat.ors 
Hayakawa and McGovern to send ob
servers to the elections. 

A n illegal basis 
ACOA's main argument against the 

proposal was that any election based 
on an inherently racist Consti tu tion, 
and already denounced by t he Patrio
tic Front, the front-line states, and the 
Organization of African Unity, could 
do nothing to bring a fair settlement in 
the struggle for majority rule . 
Observers could only. lend an ai r of 
legitimacy to an ill egiti m ate exercise. 

ACOA also pointed out that the 
Anglo-American proposals , which 
called for a confe rence of a ll parties in 
Rhodesia and for e lections under inter
national supervision, were never im
plemented. 

To b0lster opposition to t he obser
ver plan, ACOA coordinated its efforts 
with a coalition of Washington groups 
led by the Washington Office on Africa 
and Transafrica, and worked success
fully to convince a number of presti
gious human rights groups not to parti
cipate on any observer team . 

Statement circulated 
ACOA circulated to key senators a 

statement by the Africa n states oppos
ing the observer team and Paul Irish, 
associate director, wrote a letter noting 
the OAU position which was published 
in the New York Times. 

An ACOA delegation met with Sena
tor George McGovern and Congress
man Stephen So larz, chairman of the 
Senate and House subcommittees on 
Africa respectively , to discuss the 
matter. 

The observe measure ultimately 
passed in the Senate but was stopped 
in the House when the Subcommittee 
on Afri ca defeated it 9-0 . 

* 
Copies of George Houser's testimony and the 

analysis of the Rhodesian Consti tutio n are avail
able on request. Also available are a num ber of 
other pamphlets and books on Zimbabwe.• 

US Students Found SkepticaL 
of Corporate Motives in SA 

US students are highly skeptica l of 
corporations ' assertions t hat they are 
committed to improving conditions fo r 
blacks in South Africa, according to 
South African exile Dumisani Kumalo. 

Kumalo, a former journalist, says 
that even students who are not firmly in 
favor of divestment question the com
panies' sincerity. 

" They realize that these companies 
don' t treat their US workers very well ," 
Kumalo says. " They ask, 'How can they 
set an enlightened example 10,000 
miles from here?'" 

Toured country 
Kumalo toured US campuses from 

-Rhode Island to Oregon between 
March and May under the sponsorship 
of ACOA. During his tour, he spoke to 
groups at MIT, Harvard, UCLA and 
Was hington University, among others, 
and also met with various union locals 
and church groups. In addition, he was 
interviewed frequently by local media . 

Everywhere he went, Kumalo says, 
he experienced turnouts larger than ex
pected by organizers, and observed a 
high level of interest in South African 
issues . 

One of Kumalo's stops on the West 
Coast was in Eugene, Oregon, where 
People fo r Southern Africa Freedom, a 
loca l group, initiated participation in 
the national bank campaign by an
nouncing on Apri l 4 the withdrawal of 
funds from the US National Bank of 
Oregon by a variety of local groups 
including two local chapters of the 
American Federation of Teachers . 

Students stage protests 
Elsewhere during a week of actions 

that commenced on the anniversary of 
Martin Luther Ki ng' s assassination , 
students staged strikes, sit-ins and 
forums to demonstrate so l idarity with 
the liberation movements and to press 
their demands for an end to US-South 
African business ties. 

Following a church day of concern 
on the bank loan issue on Apri l1 , Cali
fornia activists in the Bay Area devoted 
major efforts to support for a local ref
erendum on April17 calling on the city 
to remove city f und s from banks 
making loans to South Africa A ided by 
the support of national figures such as 
Julian Bond and Harry Belafonte, and 
by t he support of the loca l Republican 

" .. . Sullivan himself says, and has said in letters to me, that the Principles 'will be 
a tremendous force for change and a vital factor in ending apartheid in South 
Africa.' We fundamentally disagree with this ... We argue as investments have 
grown so has the legal framework of apartheid expanded .. . . 

"Essentially, the principles provide a rationale for American business interests 
to continue to make their profits and try to do it with a good conscience.'' 

-George Houser, ACOA executive director, in a letter writen in March 
to a college official. 

According to Kumalo, the so-called 
Sullivan principles, which pledge com
panies in vague terms to work for im
provements in conditions for bla ck 
emp loyes in South Africa, are being 
used wide ly to justify cont inued US in
vestment in South Africa . 

The 'new religion' 
" I call them the new re l igion, " 

Kumalo says. 
In his meetings with trustees , 

Kumalo says, he tried to disabuse trus
tees of the notion that companies' sign
ing of the principles would have any 
effect on apartheid. 

" They always got shocked when I 
said Sullivan is not attacking the basic 
problem-racism," Kumalo says. 

Party, the referendum gained over
whelming approval. 

ACOA and Clergy & Laity Con
cerned, which was active in 1977 in the 
formation of the Committee to Oppose 
Bank Loans to South Afri ca, have 
agreed to work with other interested 
groups in instituting a renewed bank 
campaig n. A coordinator is to be ap
pointed soon and plans ca ll for ACOA 
to provide office space for the 
campaign. 

Aids available 
ACOA, through its tax-exempt affil 

iate, The Africa Fund , continues to 
offer a variety of publications useful to 
those interested in South African 
issues. The South Africa Information 
Packet, available at $1.50 each, con
tains 10 of the most commonly re
quested items.• 



E RULES KNOETZE VISA WAS LEGALLY REVOKED 

Anti-apartheid forces won an impor
tant victory in March with the decision 
by Florida Judge Norman Roettger 
that the US State Department had 
acted legally in revoking the visa of 
South African boxer Kallie Knoetze. 

The decision, unfortunately, came 
too late to prevent a January bout be
tween Knoetze and American Bill 
Sharkey in Miami. But it is likely to 
lessen promoters' interest to set up 
further US-South Africa sports 
matches. 

K noetze would have to seek a 
waiver of his ineligibility if he again ap
plied for a visa, a State Department of
ficial told George Houser in a recent 
letter. 

ACOA became involved in the 
Knoetze affair when it was informed of 
details of Knoetze's background by the 
American Coodinating Committee for 
Equality in Sport and Society, of which 
ACOA was a founding member. 

A convicted felon 
Knoetze, a former policeman, had 

been convicted of a felony in South 
Africa in connection with his attempts 
to influence a witness . While in uni
form , he had visited an African youth 
who had been beaten by a fellow 
police officer and had urged the youth 
not to identify the officer in a police 
line-up. 

In court, Knoetze also admitted that 
he had earlier shot and crippled a 15-
year-old African. 

Ralph Gould, ACOA director of special projects, is interviewed outside the Miami gym where 
Kallie Knoetze trained for his january bout with Bill Sharkey. Senior citizens and members of the 
local NAACP chapter turned out to picket 

ACOA informed the State Depart
ment of these facts. It also organized a 
coalition including the NAACP and 
PUSH, headed by Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
to meet with officials of CBS Sports, 
which was to te levise the match, and 
Madison Square Garden, which was 
also involved. 

As a result of these meetings, 
Madison Square Garden backed out. 

Gould took charge 
Raphael Gould, ACOA director of 

special projects, was visiting Florida at 
the time. He took charge of organizing 
protests at the gym where Knoetze was 

training . Gould was interviewed re
peatedly by local press and television 
reporters, providing a forum not only 
to object to the Knoetze fight but to 
make the work of ACOA known to resi
dents of the area. 

The State Department did in fact re
voke Knoetze's visa, on the grounds of 
his conviction . Judge Roettger, how
ever, issued an 11-day restraining order 
which did not expire until after the 
fight date. 

Hearings on the matter were held in 
March, at which time the State Depart
ment action was upheld . Gould re
turned to observe those hearings. • 

ARGUING THE FINE POINTS OF APARTHEID 
By Raphael Gould 

The scene was the US Circuit Court 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida . Federal 
Judge Norman C. Roettger had agreed 
to hold a .formal hearing on the State 
Department ' s revocation of Kallie 
Knoetze's visa . 

The crime of which Knoetze had 
been convicted in South Africa-ob
struction of justice- is considered to 
be a felony involving moral turpitude 
in the US and therefore grounds for 
such State Department action . 

Knoetze ' s lawyers, however, at
tempted to argue that in South Africa, 
this particular crime was considered to 
be minor. 

Judge Roettger insisted that 
Knoetze's attorneys produce an expe rt 

on South African law to assess the ser
iousness of Knoetze's crime. 

Gerald Josman, sixteen years a South 
African barrister, now resettled in the 
US and studying for the bar, perfectly 
filled the role . 

Mr. Josman, immaculately attired, 
soft-voiced, unflappable, and armed 
with several bulky tomes of South Afri
can statutes, spent more than an hour 
on the witness stand attempting to per
suade the court that Knoetze in reality 
had performed "a simple act of human 
kindness, something any one of us 
might do for a friend in need." 

Parallel offered 
Trying to bolster his case, Mr. 

J osman argued that "if protesters out
side t hi s courtroom were to cause a dis-

ruption of these proceedings, th ey , 
too, would be guilty of obstructing the 
ends of justice, but it would not be 
considered a crime of moral turpitude. 
As in the case of Knoetze, no personal 
gain would be involved." 

In a brief exchange after the close of 
the hearing, Mr. J osman told me that 
he found apartheid " abhorrent," which 
was one of his reasons for leaving 
South Africa. Yet he could find no in
consistency or conflict between this 
view and his appearance as a friendly 
witness for Knoetze, the enforcer of 
apartheid . 

Perhaps, therein, lies some clue as to 
the nature of white racism . 

• 



Polisario 
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ish colonial rule, refused to accept this 
situation. On February 27, 1976, the 
day after the Spanish withdrew, Poli
sario proclaimed the republic. · Since 
then, Polisario has continued to lead 
the struggle for self-determination 

The US has continued to give mili
tary aid to Morocco throughout this 
period . 

Nineteen countries now recognize 
the DASR, of which 15 are African . 
These inc lude Mozam bique, Angola, 
Tanzania, and Gu inea-Bissau. More 
than 10 other Af rican states have good 
relations with Polisario. 

Parades mark event 
The ann iversary ce leb rations were 

quite spectacu lar, held agai nst the 
backdrop of the desert. In addition to 
long parades, the re were disp lays of 
captured equipment includi ng pieces 
of an American-made plane that had 
been shot down. 

One surprising event, considering 
our desert location, was the appear
ance of a Saharan music group with 
electric guitars . One journalist des
cribed it as " Woodstock in the Sahara." 

I was fortunate enough to be able to 
travel with the military for several 
days . On our first evening, which was 
typical of those that followed, we 
stopped sometime after dark and made 
a fire. I was treated to a dinner of 
camel meat and a kind of bread baked 
in the coals of the fire . 

Tea is a strong tradition in Sahara . 
We had it at every meal and often be
tween meals . To make tea is consi
de red an honor, and drinking it is quite 
a ritual, a time when people exchange 
views . 

Battle sites visited 
We often passed quite close to the 

Moroccan troops, and we visited a 
number of batt le sites. In one p lace 
where a major battle had occurred, we 
saw ammunition cases with US 
mark ings. 

I actua ll y saw pa rt of a battle nea r 
Tifariti . It was getting dark but we 
could see the explosions of morters. In 
fact, we pu ll ed back when they sta rted 
to la nd too close. I later learned that 
the Moroccans were driven out of 
Tifariti a few days after we left the 
area. 

It was clear to me from my exper
iences that Polisario is very strong 
inside the country. 

A Polisario militant holds up an empty case of 
mortar shells carrying US markings. 

Refugees' life hard 
In addition to engaging in armed 

strugg le, Po l1sar io is responsib le fo r 
caring for about 110,000 refugees in 
Polisario-run camps, some of which I 
visited . 

Life in the camps is hard . All water 
has to be trucked in and all food must 
be provided. People live in tents made 
in the camps themselves . During the 
summer the sand gets so hot that one 
cannot go outside during the day with
out sandals, also in short supply. 

Yet Polisario has been able to im
prove conditions considerably. There is 
now a basic health care system that 
includes a clinic in every camp and 
schools have been set up. 

Shortages of books, medicines, and 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Pieces of an F-5 American-made aircraft shot 
down by Polisario troops were among items on 
display during celebrations in Western Sahara . 

other basic supp l ies are serious, 
however. -

In early April, the Carter administra
tion approved the sale to Morocco of 
$2.4 million worth of aircraft spare parts 
and $3 million worth of ammunition, 
including rockets and bombs. ACOA 
registered its opposition prior to the 
authorization, protesting to Secretary of 
State Vance that such items have been 
used against Polisario in the past " in 
violation of US policy. " ACOA has 
urged the administration to stay out of 
the Saharan conflict. 

Richard Knight is responsible for 
ACOA literature distribution and promo· 
tion . Copies of his full report are avail· 
able from ACOA. 

The Africa Fund, assoc iated with ACOA, regularly publishes re
search and analysis papers on events of major importance in 
southern Africa. Copies are available at low cost to individuals and 
groups for use in educat ional and other activities. 

COMPUTERS IN SOUTH AFRICA: A SURVEY OF US COMPANIES by Richard 
Leonard, AF 1978, 15 pp. Includes li st ing of users of computers sold by 
eleven US compan ies includ ing IBM and Control Data. $1 .00. Over f ive, 
75Q: each. Over twenty, 60Q: each. 

US MOTOR COMPANIES IN SOUTH AFRICA: FORD, GENERAL MOTORS 
AND CHRYSLER by Karen Rothmyer, AF 1979, 20 pp. Study of the motor 
industry includ ing its ro le in defense. $1.50. Over ten, $1 .00 each. 

THE " NEW" RHODESIAN CONSTITUTION: THE ILLUSION OF MAJORITY 
RULE by Truman Dunn, ACOA 1979, 6 pp. An analysis of the consti tution 
produced by ian Smith 's " interna l settlement. " 15Q:. Over ten, 10Q: each. 

CARTER'S AFRICA POLICY by George Houser, AF 1979, 6 pp. 15Q: . Over ten, 
10Q: each. An analys is of the adm ini st rat ion 's init iatives which concludes 
that current po li cymakers perceive Africa as an East-West bat tleground. 

Minimun order, $1.00. Add 15% postage and handling to all orders. 
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