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February 18, 1993 

Dear Friends, 

The Africa Fund is delighted to announce the creation of a Women's 
Project, expressing solidarity with women in southern Africa. March, 
International Women's History Month, is the occasion for launching this 
project.  

By now I hope that you have received a report on women in South Africa, 
based on the findings of a trip I made there in October 1992. Reaction to the 
report has been excellent, revealing a high level of interest among Americans 
in supporting the South African women's struggle.  

Enclosed is the first action of the Africa Fund Women's Project: a 
letter endorsing the campaign for a South African Women's Charter. I hope that 
your organization will be able to sign this letter, and to distribute it to 
your constituency. Please contact me by March 10 to let me know if you will 
participate. Also, if you have any questions or require additional 
information, please do not hesitate to call me at (212) 962-1210 or fax (212) 
964-8570.  

The transition currently underway in South Africa provides a unique 
opportunity for women there to organize for their future under a new, 
democratic government. For all of you who have worked for freedom in South 
Africa and for women's equality throughout the world, this is an exciting time 
to show solidarity with the efforts of South African women to attain true 
freedom in a "New" South Africa. I hope very much you will join with us in 
this project. I look forward to working with you.  

Rachael Kagan 
Women's Project Coordinator
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March 1993 

To: Freni Ginwala, Steering Committee, Women's National Coalition of South 
Africa 
Dorothy Mokgalo, Gender Coordinator, Congress of South African Trade 
Unions 

From: U.S. Women's and Anti-Apartheid Organizations 

In this International Women's History Month we, the undersigned women's 
and anti-apartheid organizations, pledge our support to the women of South 
Africa in their campaign for a Women's Charter to be included in the 
Constitution of a democratic South Africa.  

We recognize that women have played a central role in the long years of 
struggle against apartheid. As organizers, workers, farmers, mothers, nurses 
and laity, women have been the backbone of the South African freedom movement.  

We also appreciate that women have been among the greatest victims of 
injustice in South Africa. The migrant labor system left them abandoned for 
years at a time to raise their families and tend land without a partner. The 
war the state has waged against the democratic movement has killed their 
children and husbands, and even themselves. The institutionalized violence and 
inequality in South African society has especially targeted women.  

We applaud current attempts by South Africa's women to ensure their 
rights and equality will be protected in a democratic South Africa. In order 
to secure the birth of a truly representative and just society in South 
Africa, women will need to mobilize on their own behalf.  

Therefore, we support the grassroots organizing undertaken by South 
African women on all issues which determine the quality of their lives, from 
political organizing and economic policy to health care, education and 
violence. We salute the efforts of rural and trade union women, whose 
struggles have encompassed all the harsh realities of apartheid South Africa.  

We pledge to educate our constituencies about the position of South 
African women, and to stand in solidarity with their struggle.  

SIGNED:
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V
Tilden J. LeMelle, Chairman 

Jennifer Davis, Executive Director

YES, I want to sign 
Women's Charter Campaign.  

Please fill out information 
on the letter:

on and endorse the South African 

below, as you would like it to appear

Name (s)

Organization 

check if you want your affiliation to be denoted "for identifica
tion purposes only" 

To ensure our information is correct, please provide 

Address

Phone Fax

If you would like to recommend that some other individual or 
organization receive mailings from the Africa Fund Women's 
Project, please write their information below:
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