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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Key Labor Contacts 
FROM: Mike Fleshman, Labor Desk Coordinator 
DATE: June 24, 1993 

SUBJECT: Roadblocks and Resources on South Africa 

Friends, 

Tilden J. LeMelle, Chairman 
Jennifer Davis, Executive Director 

At this writing the slow transition to democracy in South Africa continues to face determined 
resistance from the apartheid government and their allies in national multi-party negotiations. 

A coalition of right wing groups, including bantustan chief Gatsha Buthelezi 1 s Inkatha party 
and the neo-fascist Conservative Party walked out of the talks last week to press their demand 
for the balkanization of South Africa into ethnic enclaves -- an arrangement intended to 
guarantee Buthelezi and other unpopular bantustan leaders a share of power in a post-apartheid 
South Africa and protect white economic power and privileges. 

Yesterday, despite a marathon meeting with ANC President Nelson Mandela, Buthelezi 
refused to agree to a date for democratic elections unless his demands are met. Apartheid 
President De Klerk, meanwhile, has refused to place the security forces under non-partisan 
control, and continues to demand an effective white veto over the constitution writing process 
and the proposed multi-party Transitional Executive Council, which would govern South 
Africa during the runup to national elections. 

I will be in South Africa during the first three weeks of July to explore these issues with South 
African labor leaders, and get their guidance on U.S. solidarity work in the coming period. In 
the meantime I have enclosed an updated listing of addresses and contact telephone numbers 
for the Congress of South African Trade Unions and their industrial affiliates for your 
information. 

Also enclosed are information fliers on two PBS television programs of interest to your 
members. The first, Rights and Wrongs, is a hard hitting weekly show on human rights abuses 
around the world, produced by the same outstanding Globalvision Television team that created 
the anti-apartheid news program South Africa Now. 

The second, We Do The Work is a rare chronicle of the lives and struggles of working people, 
a show about and for America 1 s real silent majority. 

If these important programs are not broadcast in your community, I urge you to contact to 
contact your PBS affiliate or cable company and encourage them to do so. In a society where 
information is power, Rights and Wrongs and We Do The Work are empowering alternatives 
to the info-mercialism of the national networks. 
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S. · African Rivals Agree. to Curb Violence 
By Paul Taylor 

Waahlngton Poet Foreign Service 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa, 
june 23-African National Con
gress President Nelson Mandela 
and lnkatha Freedom Party Pres
ident Mangosuthu Buthelezi today 
agreed OQ joint measures to stop 
the violence among their support
ers, but were unable to reach 
agreement on a date for the coun
try's frrst post-apartheid election. 

Their 10-hour session, the first in 
two years between onetime allies 
turned bitter adversaries, was con
vened by Nobel Peace laureate 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and took 
on the atmosph~ of a summit. 

Its failure ttf"""produce an agree-
. ment on an election date left Man

deJa plainly disappointed. It means 
that when he visits President Clin
ton next week as part of an extend
ed trip to the United States, he 
probably will not be able to use the 
occasion, as he had hoped, to issue a 
caD for the lifting of all remaining 
sanctions against South Mrica. 

Nonetheless, both leaders hailed 
the anti-violence agreement, and 
one ANC member said that the very 
fact that the session took place at 
aU might assuage Buthelezi's long
standing sense of personal injury at 
what he perceives as high-handed 
treatment by Mandela. 

The peace agreement caDs for 
Mandela and Buthelezi to make 
joint appearances in strife-torn ar
eas, to reject the concept of political 
"no-go" zanes, to recognize each 
party's right to exist and to ban the 
carrying of dangerous weapons to 
Political rallies. 

The bulk of the roughly 15,000 
black victims of political violence 
over the past decade has died in 
clashes between supporters of the 
ANC, the leading anti-apartheid 
group, and the Zulu-dominated 
lnkatha party, according to several 
independent monitoring groups. 

ANC President Mandela, left, and his riva~ Inkatha leader Buthelez~ hold joint news conference after their peace talks. 

Their blood rivalry began in the 
early 1980s, when Inkatha opposed 
a campaign of rent, school and con
sumer boycotts led by ANC-allied 
anti-apartheid groups. lnkatha ac
cused ANC comrades of enforcing 
their boycotts' with violent intimida
tion; the ANC accused lnkatha of 
collaborating with the white-minority 
government to stage attacks on anti
apartheid activists-a charge Buthe
lezi has always said he deeply re
sents. 

Mand~la's opening statement ac
knowledged that both sides had en
gaged in recrimination and vilifica
tion, but called on everyone to look 
to the future rather than the past. 

According to those in the meeting, 
discussions proceeded smoothly for ' 
the first seven hours, only to hit a 
brick wall when Mandela raised the 
issue of the election date. "He was 

like a dog with a bone," said one 
Inkatha delegate. "He just kept going 
after it." 

Earlier this month, the 26-party 
negotiating forum that is steering 
South Africa's transition from apart
heid to democracy had established a 
provisional date of April 27, 1993, 
for the first aU-races election. 
Inkatha and several other parties 
objected at the time, and the matter 
was supposed to be ratified at a fo
rum meeting this Friday. 

Buthelezi held firm today that 
lnkatha would not agree on a date 
until the form of the post-apartheid 
state is settled. ANC has agr~ed with 
President Frederik W. de Klerk that 
all major parties should be repre
sented in the frrst post-apartheid 
government. Buthelezi is pressing 
for a weak central state and strong 
regional governments. Inkatha:s 

strength is concentrated in the prov
ince of Natal, whereas the ANC has 
broad nationwide support. 

Mandela said he still expects to be 
able to bring Inkatha around soon on 
fixing an election date, but t:wo hours 
after the summit meeting broke up, 
the 26-party negotiating foriun, of 
which the ANC is the dominant 
member, postponed fmal consider
ation of the date until july 2 at the 
earliest. 

Mandela and de Klerk are to re
ceive an award in Philadelphia on 
july 4, and meet . with Clinton in 
Washington. Without a ratified elec
tion date, they will be unable to use 
the high-profile visit to urge the lift
ing of sanctions or to call for the re
peal of the Gramm.Ammedment that 
prohbits the U.S. support for World 
Bank or International Monetary 
Fund loans to South Africa. 
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Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) 

PO Box 1019 
Johannesburg 2000 
South Africa 

Jay Naidoo, General Secretary 
TEL: (011 27 11) 339-4911 
FAX: 339-5080 

Affiliates and General Secretaries 

Construction and Allied Workers 
Union (CAWU) 

PO Box 1962 
Johannesburg 2000 
TEL: 011-294321 
FAX: 011-337-1578 
Matthews Oliphant, Gen. Sec. 

Chemical Workers Industrial Union 
(CWIU) 

PO Box 1962 
Johannesburg 2000 
TEL: 011-331-6861 
FAX: 011-331-5263 
Rod Crompton , Gen. Sec. 

Food and Allied Workers Union (FAWU) 

PO Box 234 
Salt River 7925 
TEL: 021-637-9040/4 
FAX: 021-638-376 1 
Mandla Gxanvana, Gen. Sec. 

National Education, Health and Allied 
Workers Union (NEHAWU) 

PO Box 61530 
Johannesburg 2000 
TEL: 011-337-8516 
FAX: 011-333-901 8 
Phili p Dexter, Gen. Sec. 

National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) 

PO Box 2424 
Johannesburg 2000 
TEL: 011-833-7012 
FAX: 011-836-6051 
Kgalema Motlanthe, Gen. Sec. 

National Union of Metalworkers 
of South Africa (NUMSA) 

9th Floor York House 
46 Kerk Street 
Johannesburg, 2000 
TEL: 011 -832-2030 
FAX: 011-833-6408 
Moses Mayekiso, Gen . Sec. 

Paper, Printing, Wood and Allied 
Workers Union (PPWAWU) 

PO Box 3528 
Johannesburg, 2000 
TEL: 011-834-4661 
FAX: 011 -834-4664 
Sipho Kubheka, Gen. Sec. 

Post Office and Telecommunications 
Workers Association (POTWA) 

PO Box 260100 
Excom 2001 
TEL: 011-333-43 51 
FAX: 011-333-7276 
Mlungisi Hlongwane, Gen. Sec. 

Established by Th e American Committee on Africa. 1966 • Contributions are cox-deductible 



South African Commercial, Catering 
and Allied Workers Union (SACCAWU) 

PO Box 10730 
Johannesburg 2000 
TEL: 011-331-8751 
FAX: 011-331-1869 
Papi Kganare, Gen. Sec. 

South African Clothing, Textile 
and Allied Workers Union (SACTWU) 

PO Box 18359 
Dalbridge 4014 
TEL: 031-301-1351 
FAX: 031-301-7050 
John Copelyn, Gen. Sec. 

South African Domestic Workers Union 
(SADWU) 

Community House 
41 -43 Salt River Road 
Salt River 7925 
TEL: 021-4 7-9621 
FAX: 021-4 7-7265 
Flourie de Villiers , Gen. Sec. 

South African Municipal Workers Union 
(SAMWU) 

PO Box 49 
Athlone 7764 
TEL: 021-697-1153/4 
FAX: 021-696-9175 
John Erentzen, Gen. Sec. 

South African Railway and Harbor 
Workers Union (SARHWU) 

PO Box 8059 
Johannesburg 2000 
TEL: 011-29-5429 
FAX:011-29-1100 
Derrick Smoko, Gen. Sec. 

Transport and General Workers 
Union (TGWU) 

7th Floor Pasteur Chambers 
1 91 Jeppe Street 
Johannesburg 2000 
TEL: 011-29-4913 
FAX: 011-29-4192 
Nkosinathi Nhleko, Gen. Sec. 

The Africa Fund Labor Desk, June 1 993 



Tired of never seeing labor issues represented fairly, if at all? 
Business programs like Wall $treet '\.Veek, Nightly Business Report & Adam Smith's Money 
World don't mention the right to strike or how NAFrA will impact workers. 
But the TV show We Do The ·work does. 

We Do The Work is the only national TV program featuring economic and workplace 
issues from the perspective of working Americans 

This independently-produced series is now entering its fourth year on national public 
television. From deregulation to health care, workplace safety to Workers Comp reform, 
profiles of working men and women who keep this country running to contemporary labor 
victories, We Do The Work takes on issues other media outlets fail to cover. 

We Do The Work needs your support to continue reaching more and more viewers with 
labor's point of view. 

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THIS LIVELY, UNIQUE PROGRAM 

1. In areas where WDTW is not yet on the air, call your PBS station today and ask them to air 
We Do The Work. 
2. Join We Do The Work's Tape of The Month Club. 
You'll receive a new tape every month on the latest labor issues to use in union meetings, 
conferences, hiring halls, leadership training sessions or to set up a tape library, plus advance 

notices of program airdates so you can alert your community. The cost is just $50 a month, or 
$600 a year. 
3. Purchase individual videotapes. 
WDTW shows are available individually as well. For a free catalog see below. 

_I'm interested in joining your Tape of the Month Ciub or getting my organization to join. 
Please send more information. 
_Please send me your listing of over 20 videotapes on contemporary workplace issues. 
_I'd like to get the series on my PBS station and let others in my area know about WDTW. 
Please call me. 
_Please add me to your mailing list. (WDTW would appreciate a $10-$25 donation for pro
gram information mailed to you each month.) 

Name ____________________________ ~O=r~g~a=ruz=·=a=t=io=n~-------------------------------

Address _________________________________________________________ _ 

Phone -------------------------------
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