
You could be-in the Union of South

Africa. Expression of belief in the

equality of man, opposition to racism,

support of basic httman rights could

put you in court on charges of treason.

"Ten million Africans ... are com-

pletely disfranchised for all practical

purposes. Yet they are told that any

steps they may take, without violence,

to seek changes in the law are not only

illegal but are, indeed, treason."

- Erwin N. Griswold
Dean, Harvard Law School

International Observer at
August 1958 Tteason Trial
opening in South Africa.

Sponsored by the

American Committee Otl Africa



The Story of the South Africa Treason Trial

How Can This Happen ~

In December 1956, the South African police
arrested 156 persons in their homes in a
series of dawn raids. Because of their open
leadership in peaceful demonstrations and
public statements against apartheid, they
were charged with treason, liable to penalty
of death. After long preliminary hearings
creating great hardship for the accused and
their families, 91 people were finally
brought to trial in August, 1958.

The first indictment collapsed after two
months in court. The prosecution withdrew
some of the charges, some the court dis
missed.

But after nearly two years of wa1tlOg,
the accused were still not free. The prosecu
tion framed a new indictment against thirty
of them, who again went on trial in January
1959. The remaining 61 face trial in April.

The new indictment drops the earlier
charges under the Suppression of Com
munism Act, yet accuses the defendants of
high treason on the grounds that they
"knew that the achievements in their life
time of the broad demands of the Freedom
Charter necessarily involved the overthrow
of the State by violence." (The Freedom
Charter is a document adopted at a meeting
in 1955 calling for equal rights and free
doms in South Africa. ) Thus peaceful
meetings and statements on behalf of the
80% non-white population of S. Africa,
unable to voice their protest by ballot, are
interpreted by the prosecution as "treason"
and "conspiracy to endanger and overthrow
the State with violence."

Vfhat Have The Accused Done~

The accused have campaigned for equal

rights and freedom for all in South Africa.

They have never advocated violence in

their opposition to apartheid. Twelve of

the Government detectives at the prelimi

nary.hearings stated that at the meetings of

anti-apartheid organizations which they

had attended, the non-violent character of

the movement had been stressed. One of

them said, " ... it is said at every meeting

that the people will not resort to force and

violence. There is no talk of the people

using force against the Government."

If the words and actions of the accused

---doctors, lawyers, teachers, laborers, a

clergyman, all of varied racial backgrounds

--can be thus interpreted to imply threat

of violence against the State, then funda

mental human rights of freedom of ex

pression are themselves threatened by such

a State. If sustained, this charge could make

treason out of almost any criticism of an

existing government.

It is this main feature of the trial that
makes it of such vital concern to the people
of the Western democracies. It is behind
this kind of assertion that all totalitarian
regimes take shelter from the criticism of
men of conscience. "The fight for free
dom," to quote a N.Y. Times editorial of
Jan. 31, 1958 in this regard, "is 'treason'
only to tyrants."



Why Is It Our Concern ~
I

Racism is a world issue. Human responsibility does

not end at national frontiers. Writer Alan Paton,

Anglican Bisbop Ambrose Reeves, and others in South

Africa who have set up a Fund there to help the

accused have urgently requested aid from America.

$250,000 has been spent on just minimal aid for the

accused over the past two years; $150,000 more is

immediately needed for heavy legal costs and support

of the defendants' families. The American Committee

on Africa has set up the South Africa Defense Fund

to help meet this need.

Here's what you can do:
1. Tell others about the South Africa Treason Trial.

2. Make a contribution to the Defense Fund.

3. Organize a special benefit event in aid of the Fund.

4. Sponsor a fund-raising campaign in your school,
church, or trade union.

South Africa Defense Fund:
Co-Chairmen

THE RIGHT REV. JAMES A. PIKE JOHN GUNTHER

Executive Director
GEORGE M. HOUSER

Sponsors include
SARAH GIBSON BLANDING
HORACE MANN BOND
VAN WYCK BROOKS
JAMES B. CAREY
NORMAN COUSINS
REV. HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK
LLOYD K. GARRISON
RABBI NELSON GLUECK
RABBI ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN
LESTER B. GRANGER
RT. ·R.Ev. HENRY HOBSON

WILLIAM ERNEST HOCKING
JOHN A. MACKAY
BENJAMIN E. MAYS
LEWIS MUMFORD
REV. ROBERT J. MCCRACKEN
REINHOLD NIEBUHR
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH
VICTOR REUTHER
MRS. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
REV. RALPH W. SOCKMAN
NORMAN THOMAS
HOWARD THURMAN
HENRY PITNEY VAN DUSEN
CHARLES S. ZIMMERMAN

Further information and assistance, and additional

copies of this leaflet are obtainable on request from:

SOUTH AFRICA DEFENSE FUND

4 WEST 40TH STREET

NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK
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