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President Ronald Reagan's comment on covert aid to UNITA in Angola (see THE NEW YORK TIMES
23 November story, enclosed) shows how far along the United States government is in enter
ing this country into the conflict in southern Africa.

The effort is on two levels. Fi ret, there are a number of bills before the Congress which
would authorize aid - military and non-military - for UNITA. Seemingly the most innocuous
is that of Rep. Claude Pepper which would provide non-lethal support for the faction in AI1

gola allied with the Pretoria regime. Other pieces of draft legislation would supply UNITA
with military hardware or a mixture of military and non-military aid. These public measures
give a 'respectable' cover for stealthy, heavyweight efforts. ALL THESE BILLS OUTLINED
SHOULD BE REJECTED.

Beneath lies the covert program - partially revealed by President Reagan - which does not
have to survive the usual legislative procedure and be under the scrutiny of the American
people . Security agencies run their schemes past the intelligence conmittees in the two
houses of Congress ; it is up to conmittee members to speak out publicly about the dangers
of the Angolan venture - which of course marks the entry 'of the USA into the southern Af
rican war - as a participant and a defender of the doomed Pretoria apartheid regime.

URGE 'IRE SENP.TE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MEMBERS OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEES TO
CONDEMNLY OPENLY AND FIGHT AGAINST 'IRIS ENTERPRISE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

Permanent Select Conmittee on.Intelligence
House of Representatives Washington, D.C. 20515

Lee H• Hamilton (Indiana) chairman
Louis Stokes ( Ohio)
Dave McCurdy (Oklahoma)
Anthony C. Beilenson (California)
Dan Daniel (Virginia)
Robert A. Roe (New Jersey)
George E. Brown, Jr (California)
Robert W. Kastenmeier (Wisconsin)

Matthew F. McHugh (New York)
Bernard J. I:wyer (New Jersey)
Robert Stump (Arizona)
Andrew Ireland (Florida)
Henry J. Hyde (Illinois)
RidhardCheney (Wyoming)
Robert Livingston (Louisiana)
Robert McEwen ( Ohio)

Senate Select Conmittee on Intelligence
Washington, D.C. 20510

David F. Durenberger (Minnesota) chairman Patrick J. Leahy ( Vermont) deputy chairman
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.U.S. and Angolan Officials to Hold Talks
Reagan Administration to Examine Prospects for a Political Settlement ofthe Civil Jrflr

By John M. Goshlto
Wuhin«ton PosI SIan Writer

A senior-official of the Reagan
administration, which is considering
the resumption of secret aid to non
communist guerriUas in Angola, is
to meet with a high-level Angolan
delegation today and Thursday in
an effort to determine whether tbat
country's Marxist government is
willing to negotiate with the insur-

. gents.
V.S. officials said yesterday that

Chester A: Crocker, assistant sec
- retary of state for African affairs,
. will investigate the chances for a
- political settlement of the Angolan

civil war when he meets Angolan
Interior Minister Manuel Duarte
(Kito) Rodrigues in Lusaka, Zambia.

The officials, who asked not to be
identified, said Crocker will also
explore Angola's willingness to c0
operate with V.S. proposals, made
in March. for withdrawal of Cuban
forces from Angola as part of II set
tlement of regional tensions that
would include independence for the
South African-controUed territory
of Namibia. Th. State Department.
in aMouncing the meeting yester
day, sought to empbasize that the
talks will stress the Angola-Namibia
fink.

However. the LlIS3ka meetlntr
bas potentially mllior implications
for the Internal Angolan conOid. It
comes as the administration is de
ciding whether to resume covert
aid to the country's UNITA insur
gents, led by Jonas -Savimbi, who
bave been fighting for years against
the Marxist government supported
by Cuba and the Soviet Union.

The ofllcials. while declining to
give specifICS of what Crocker wiD
say, hinted tbat he might tell Ro
drigues that the United States is
prepared to hold off any new aid to
UNITA if the Angolan government
shows signs of willingness te nego-

tlate with SaYimbi about forming •
national recontillation JOvemment
with a role for UNITA.

President Reagan told editon
and columnists in an interview Sat
urday that the administration favors
giving aid to UNITA, whose guer·
rillas in southern Angola bave come
under heavy pressure from the So
v1et-supplied and Cuban·aided gov
ernment forces.

On Sundlly, Secretary of State
George P. Shultz amplified Rea
gan's remarks, saying In a televi
sion intenlew that the administra
tion supports UNITA's "freedom
fighting" and wants to help its ef-

forts "in a way that's erkcti\oe:- HIi;." State Department spokesman
remarks were understood to mean - Charles Redman referred several
that theadnlinistratlon prefers !Ie- tiIDes to Shultz's comment and re
eret aid for UNITA rather than'a - peated that the administratioa
plan under consideration in eon-' -aeekS a negotiated settlement to
IfeS;' f~r S~ miUion in overt bu-. the problems of the region:
manitanan aid. , In regard to Namibia the admin-

The administration reportedl; istration, arguing that South Africa
flelieves tbat open U.s. atignment will not surrender its hold on the
with UNJTA would force Washin,. territory so long as an estimated
ton into closer alliance with white- 35,000 Cuban troops remain in
~ed South Africa. UNITA's prin- neighboring Angola, called in March
clpal ~ce of support, and would for talks on establishing a timetable
undermine U.S. efforts to pressure for Cuhan withdrawal. Angola,
Pretoria to change Its apartheId while saying it Is willing to remove
system. Cuban troops from the southern

But Shultt added tbat ·if there part of the country, has not agreed
can be a political solution, a neio- to send the Cubans home,
tlated solution to the problelll,'t of Redman said yesterday that "we
Angola .•• linked as it is to the j.Iif- expect Angola, as well as South Af
ficulties in southern Africa geater- rica, to be prepired to respond to
ally, that's the way togO. And ~'re our ideas constructively and
trying to dtl that: ,'promptly. Both governments have

In response to questions' ~ut assured us recently that they want
U.S. ailllll in the Lusaka nieeting, to work with us on that basis •••••

U.S., Angola Begin TalliS;
Aid to.:.~ehels on, the Agenda

. '.' .
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Pretoria's arInour
'on Angola border'

. - T"HE WASHINGTON Pem:

.. ~eu~er . _-
LUSAkA; --Nov·-2i:c..Senlor A~

golan and V,S. offidals began cru
cial talks on -southern Africa here
today as key t:egi6nal Power South
Africa welComed indications that
Washington might resume aid to
rebels fighting Angola;s <::uban
baclted Marxist government.

A U.s. Embassy sPQkesman said
the talks began in earnest earlier
today with U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State Chtlster A. Crocker head
ing -too American side. Luanda's
delegation -is- )leaded' by Interior
Minister Aleicandre Rodrigues ~ito.

American and. Angolan officials
both said the. talks would center On
U.S. conditions for the indepen
dence-of Namibia,formerly known
as South-West Africa.. the deteri~
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orating PQlitical situation in South
Africa and diplomatic relations be
tween Luanda and Washington.

Another key issue is the possible
resumption of U.S. aid to the rebel
National Union for the Total Inde
pendence Angola (UNITA). The
state-run Radio South Africa, which
usually reflects government think
,ing, has called this "heartening
news for the whole solJthern Afri-
can region: -

Congress last year repealed a
nine-year ban on such aid. It has not
yet allocated funds bilt several bills
recently have been introduced that
would provide UNITA with $27
million. The State Department de
clined to say -whether the talks
were intended to head off moves in
Congress to aid UNITA.

By our Foreign SI;aff
South Africa has massed

20.000 men and 150 tanks on
the Angolan border in prepara
tion for a new invasion, ac
cording to a senior Angolan
army officer.

The force would be the big
gest Sout!;l African army de
ployment since Pretoria's Oper
ation Askari two years ago
which attempted to push north
from areas of Angola's Cunene
province. Last year, South Af
rica claimed to have with
drawn its ground troops from
Angola, although the Angolans
have repeatedly said that an
unspecified number of troops
have continued to fight insi(le
their country.

The new im'asion. if it takes
place. would be the second
phase of a South African ef
fort to-save its ally, Unita,

from a recent series of
counter-offensives by the Ango·
lans. In September. South Afri
~an air strikes and attacks .by
Its ground forces along With
Unita troops, some of whom
were brought in by South Afri
can planes, managed to turn
the Angolans back near
Mavinga.

Word of the new massing of
troops in northern Namibia
came from Major Luis Faceira,
the commander of the fifth po
litico-military region of
Lubango. He said that the
South African force consisted
of 150 tanks, 400 artillery
pieces, _300 mortars, several

'hundred armoured personnel
carriers, and 80 planes and
helicopters.

The troops were ranged in
three brigades, 18 infantry
battalions, and two landing and
assault battalions.
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