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Gwen Lister , political journalist for Namibia's independent, English-language weekly, the
WINDHOEK OBSERVER,. has been charged by the South African regime for the importation, fail
ure to declare and possession of banned documents. Ms Lister had been detained and search
ed by security police at Joharmesburg's Jan Snuts airport on 1 May 1983 and her papers and
notes seized. She was in transit to Windhoek from a United Nations Conference on Namibia
in Paris, an event she had been invited by the UN to cover. She is alleged to be in vio
lation of South Africa's Customs and Excise Pet, the Publications Act and the Internal
Security Act. The latter carries a penalty upon conviction of three years imprisonment.
Trial is set for 7 May in Kempton Park magistrate's court near Johannesburg.

Gwen Lister is marTied and she and her husband, John, have a three-year-old son, Shaile.
Gwen Lister was born in East LOndon, South Africa, in 1953. She graduated from the Univer
sity of Cape Town in 1974 with a EA., majoring in political philosophy, ethics and history.
She went to Namibia and. joined the staff of the WINDHOEK ADVERTISER. In 1978 the paper
was sold and she and editor Hannes Smith were told to adopt a stance favoring the South
African-created political grouping, the DTA. They resigned and the following week brought
out the first issue of the WINDHOEK OBSERVER. Under Smith's editorship the newspaper has
vigorously exposed high level corruption and the horrors visited upon the people of Namibia
by Pretoria's illegal occupation of their country. Gwen Lister's recent columns have been
searching analyses of the Mu1ti-Party Conference, the South African regime's latest effort
to set up a compliant 'government' in Namibia in the face of international pressures.

Pretoria's action against this journalist is a blatant violation of the freedom of the
press. And of political jurisdiction. The United Nations is the lawful authority over
Namibia. Why is a Namibian journalist being tried in a South African court under South
African laws? '

Ask: Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Chester Crocker
Washington,_ DC 20520 .
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